Finsnelally my 13fe hus not been a very blg sueosss. Sub in edvehture,
armatal expsriences, and thinge sceonplished under difficult oirowsctances Lt
hag been full, and to me, a very satlzfoctory Life. 1 bave bemn through siorms
at eoa, revolutions, fires, sarthqueke, a hurricsue that wiped ovt ny 1ifefs
savings, ‘ollowed by a demressiom, and came wp andling and with coursge to face
the fubure. [ hove teken as my motto "hope for the best; prepere for the worat,
and take vhat ecmes™s T have reared # children. The four oldssy have a college
degrae, tvo went on for mesters deprees and mue for a Mi,l.  Owelng 4o the
hurricane, the depression snd the bresking-up of the family, followed by the war,
the yunger cnes had to nake oub with a high school education and some speclal
courses. A1 are marrled and rearing fandliews. [ have 35 grandchildren,
scattered fron Uregon %o Drazil.

Following sreduation, I went out with F.X. Jordon's “ploture boye” and sold
anlareged rictures in Southwestern Hinnewscte, Hortheastern Scuth Dakoba and Houthe
eastern North Daketa. In the £813, 1 4oolk the chair of Jcience in Hebrasks
Centrel College. Tha school,itsslf, was enjoyabtile but uneventful. Two things
happened durdng this yesr thot changed the whole courss of »y life., The flrst,

a vory natural thing, L met and courted Hise Dirdie Pickett. The sevond, not so
naturel, I hetehed up 8 deal with Sylvester Jones to send him aone money; he would
add more to It snd buy ug a farm in Cuba. Llater, I wes to go down sud fama 1t
gnd 6o what misgionary work I could on the slde. dAbout that time, Luther Hill

of §lass 1891 went down and he, Sylvester, and Zepas Bartin, Superimtendent of
Friends Mlseions in Cubz, went oud land hunting. They found o very lerdtile
yalley with thres adloining faras, all wsurveyed, that ssemed to just it the
requlrenents. Martin bought 2 or 3 thousand wsres of all grassland. 311, about

helf ws much, flly half wooded, and Oylvester, 100 té 150 acres, only some 15 or
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20 aorss in grass and the rest in woods. One laportant thing they S all
thres overlocked. It was nine miles to where the so-called rings Hishway crogsed

the newly built railrosd, and 30 miles to the nearest warket snd it only & swaell
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one, The reade vers pozseble to the hig Cuban oxeart in dry westher, but in
the ralny senson 1t was with difficulty you could get over them on horseback.
a4t the end of the achool wyear, I teok a group of ny students out selling
enlargsed pictures in Jestern Nebraska and Northeasst Colorade. when we got so
far west that the houges werse too far apart for profit, we tock & bicycle trip
to benver, Pelmer Lake, Colorado Springs, Garden of the Gods mnd Flkes Feako
They charred 43,00 to ride a donkey to the top of Fikes Jsak or ¢5.00 Yo ride

the cogway car. It wag & hapd bLrip bab we walked.

That fall § went to Oubz Dy way of MWlarsrae Falls and iew York City. That
was py first sight of salt wémwe it took us 5 dave straight salllng to reach
Havena. Then # more days unlosding cerge at every mrh o Liwg Hordh Coast of
(uba $ill we reached Gibara. There Sylwvester met me at the boet and 1 started
2 strenee life in 2 strengs country with & sirsnge langusge, Ulibara was & walled
city, with many block houses along the wall. 1 pot my first real jav when I
walled down to the block house where the main road entersd the cliy. dvery Cuban
coming dnte the town carried a mschete on his belt, It is e knife about twe
femt long and looks like a cross betwesn a sword and a lc@m subter,and can be
uged for either, ALl had to check thelr machsves and leave them st the block
house, but could reclazim them on thelr returu. After all 4 had resd sbout Lhe
buteharies during the Jpanish wars, frankly, I wes scared Lill dylvester scothed
my nerves, ihe reade ran through the woode and frequently a trss would fall
serosns the rosd, or a mwihole would gel wo deep a horse could no longer get through,
ard with his wmachete the Cuban would auiclly cut a new trail past the obsbruction.
I wery soom discovered that I,too; had to carry one.

Haturally, the firet thing I wanted to ses was my land. Sylvester couldn®t
o with me 8o he put me on the narvow gauge train and sent me to Holguin which
was the nehrest towm to the lend, There I wenb to the Friends Hission whure
Charles Haworth, Pemn 99, was in charge. Heyin turn, took me doun to see Unos
HeCrackan, originally from Plsasant Mlaing, Iowa. He operated s business of pulde

ing Amerlcans, transleting deeds, checking titlss, ete. I employed himywith two
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horses, Lo take me oub to see my fars, and get & genersl lay of the land. It was
just following the rainy season. Jvergthing wae proen and lovely, and what animsle
wo saw wers bubier fat. It being the dry season, 1 ssw no hint of the mixed depth
snd sdheslveness the roads could take on dn the ralny season. But L did see enough
te realize that 4 I was to live out there, 1 muot first learn to spessk the language.
fio T went back te Gibara and sat down to study dpanish, with Sylvester ws o teacher.
he foundation I sot helped, but you den't learn a lenguage from & book in five wesks.
it the end of thabt time I returned to Holguin, bought & few things I thought 1 would
fised to keep batch wd start farming. I hired Helracken to haul me oub.
The farm had had o pretiy good pelm leafl shuck with dirt flooy, but while
standing idle, the ridge and sides had been stolen. 1%, also, had a well snd &
plantain patch., Flantain ie the cocking benand. The voed was rough and the horses
pretty well jaded, so Helracken decided to stay over & day and rest the horses.
The sides and ridge of the hoﬁaﬂs are made of the leaf scale of the Hoyal Falm.
My first job was cbvicusly to repalr my house. He Cracken went with me over €0 &
neighbors who had a lot of royal palms and made g deel with hin to collect the scales,
colled yaguas, as they fell irom the trees and to flatten them out while still green.
Holraeken had been pone but a few hours when two men cane to see me. From
their scbiocns, 1 readily surmised that they hed come for business, not merely Lo pass
the time of day. Uost of the words I had learned in the book didntt seem L0 have
any relation to the buainess in hand. ind such words that did apily, L didn't recog-
nize when they hurled them at me. The Spaniard could write alter & fashion, 5o L
rave him & pencil snd paper and he wrote something but I couldn't read hie writing.
i4 was & long and leborious process, but with lots of patience on both sides, I
rinally caught on to whab they wanted, The Spanierd wanted to collect yaguas for
me and the Suban warted to help me [ix my house. I suecseded in nmaking the Jpahe
1apd understand I had hired s Cuban to collsct yaguus and made a deal with him to
hewl them. I hired the luban and we got to work thai same aflernotho It was &
cane of the hired msn beling the boss and the owner taking orders fyom the hired

mon, bub we fixed the house and did & good Job of it.
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Then I thought the open well should be cleaned out and got the dden across
to him. He looked down in the well, pointed to himself, then down in ths well and
ghook his heeds 1 l;:maw what he meant, So I pointed to myeslf, then down in ths well
and nodded., He drew the water out, and when ready, I took the end of the rope bto
et m;*mlvf downe He sald ne, and tock a turn around & nearby post and let ne down.
Yhen the mud was sboub cut, I bepan to wonder how I was going to get out. 1 was
fully a8 heavy as he. The rope was plenty long enough for me to pull myasll out,
but how was I going to tell him to throw me the loose end? buck was in my [avor,

A neighbor was passing by and he cslled him in snd the two drew me out.

My next job was to fence my graseland. About the time I got that done with the
help of a Cuban, Hill came down and moved in with me. By thal time I was learning
Spanish fast. I rounded up & bunch of Cubans and we fenced Hill's farmm , then
fenced Martin'e,

About the time the rainy season gob goine good, Harry Hill, ex Fenn '0l, came
downy, Luther borrowed my pony and raincost and met him vhere the road and railroad
intersscted and brought him home in & driving rain. They spent & day or two on thelr
farm and wicinity, then went te Holguin. On thelr return, Luther said to Harry,
¥I have weited a long time for you to get down here, Ye must decide what we aw
going 4o de. 4re we going into the cattle business or to f&m&ing?%

"1 don't know what you are going to do but I know whet I am going to do. I
am going back té lows.”

et ten't foir to me., I wrote wyou all the conditions before I bought and
vou told me to go ahead and buy and you would come and help run it

"leadirig & thing on paper and actually experiencing it are two entirely different
things.l certainly am not going to be stuck out here 30 miles from the post office
over such rouds as we have been over,”

"Jell, I%s not going to ctay here slons.”

Geon they teft and I carried on slene for a while end eventuslly began to think
things through. L simply did not have capital ensught to do anything on & scale Yo

vay. Yo I made a desl with a Cuban to lock afber my few gabttle snd hozs on the
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ghares and 1 set out %o hunt a job.

1 traveled 21l over eastern Cube whavever I hesrd thers might be work., I went
on horsebsack till the pony emaa Jaded, then put her in pasturs, hung my hammock,
blanket, raincoat snmd a change of clothes over my back snd welked, I woon learned
that a college degree didn't mean a thing., Theve wae alvays the cquestion,ihat can
you dof What experience hove you hed? A4 Iiiast;@‘..,, the Friends uisslonary, Haymond
Holding, took me to the manager of the United Fruit Co, store. He was pettine old
end was Juet looking for a yound man to come into the store as a clerk, and grow
up in the businens and eventuslly replace hime. It looked Like & wonderful P T
tunity, We were discuseing living quarters, wages, eto, when I suddenly renembered
that ell stores in Guba sold liguor. I asked,®will I be required to sell licuor?"

"You mest certainly will{ Thut is the most profitable part of the businees,”

At dntilla I wes lucky enough, or unlucky; gnough, to run into the chief @ﬁgﬁ.ﬁ:mw
of the Cuba Holl. Co. They were bullding a long trestle across am am of the bay. is
tock me down and turned me over to the bridge foremen and told him to pubt me to work.
He wae 6 roughneck, American hating Cebedian and cbeyed orders with a vengence. e
put me and seven Sgeniards to cerrying 6'x18%) siringers 20 feet long, with carrying
hoolts, to where they could be plcked up with a hoisting engine and 11if€8d anto the
trestle. The work was really too heavy for mu physical strength, but I needed o
Job, On the third day two Spamisrds oult, end it was next to impossible for six of
us o There was plenty of cable on the holsting engine and I sugrested to the boss
that we could hook onte the timberes where they lay. Two men could puide them sround
while the engline did the work and he would have four men for other work.

He rosred like en angry bull,"You'rs not prid to think on this job, Ust hold
of them hooks,"

& noon L asked for my time.

Véi‘iws yoars later I wes resident enpineer on a new Holio the same ccapany wos b
wuilding, He was sent over to bulld the pile bridges under ny direction. He was
gbill Just a bridee foremsn. 1 was being pelid to think,

I heard that they wers going to build & sugar mill on Mips Bay, with headguarters

3 LoD 9 . N - . . w
Tnk ;%yam some 75 to 90 miles away. Aboub 10 o'clock of the second duy, I stonped



at a conbesn, bought some lunch and inquired about the road. They told me it was

g long ways and no houses it no troubls at all, Just follow the straieght road.
About noen I ocome to & fork in the road, ne road was as straight as the vbher so

T took the one that showed the most Lravel. The farther I traveled the more travel
1% showed, Then suddeuly et a tidal river it ended. I didn't ¥know it then but found
later it wes where they dumped cedsr logs inte the river ahd flosted them out into
the bhay to load them onto ghips. I had to reobturn mlles to the fork in the road,.

Inst ot dusk and raining, I found some men building a shagk, I ssked sbout a
plece to spend the night. They told me it was still 15 miles to Mayari, but a Mr,
W411iame was building sn engineers camp nearby. Williams treated me like & long
tost brother. He nob only allowed me to hang my hammeck under his unfinished roof
but gavs me a good supper and breskfast and told me if I would just sit tight the
mountain would come Lo Hohammed. For Mr. Garrett, manager of the new enterprise
would be out next day.

Bight hers I want to digress long enough to say a word shoub Williams, for he
wag quite a character and cur pathe met many times in the next few ysars. His
nickname, and the only one I ever knew him by, was Taffy. I presume it was given
to him becanse he was a Welehman. Having a name for him, the men we worked with
had to have cne for me too, Likewise, presumably, bescause I didn't put my candle
under a bushel, they dubbed me Guaker Williams. As soon as Taffy was old enough
Lo leave home, he went to Demarrarahs Sputh Americs to learn to be a sugar planter.

I mugh say he learned it well; as, also, he learned a lot about the conshbruction
tpade ond above sll he lesrned Lo "earry his liquor®. I have met a lot of Demarrarah
sugar planters and they always brageged more sbout thelr ability to "drink the other
fellow under the table" than their ability to plant sugar cane. Taffy could do both
and cover mers ground than any other man on the job., His regular drinking habit was
s "shot of whiskey for an “aye opener” when he got up in the morning. Another with
nis breskfast. Then he mt half a dozen bottles of beer and & bottle of ryn in his
saddle bags when he weny oub to work. By noon the beer was gone and the rum half
pone, He had snother whiskey with hie dinner. He replenished his beer in the saddle

bags znd went out for the afternoon. By quitting time the saddle bags were ennptye
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Then he reelly began te drink. By 7330 or 8 he wae scused bub didn't get ugly,

Just went Lo bed to eleep 1t off. In all the years I knew him I never saw him stagger,
Later, there were ghout fiftesn of us in camp, of several natlonalities, whan

walaris hit the camp, 'Efa;fi‘fer was the first to come down ., Theg they came down ons

by one, just about in the order of the smount of liguor they drank., Thers wers only

two tes-totalers in camp, myvself and another American aboub 6O vours olde He wasg

the last to come dowm. I dldn't get 1%,

3

L atiributed that bto three things. As o boy in Yansas, I had it yery, bod end
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probebly bullt up ang immwmity to it. I drank no liquor and kept my reslotence up,
end book quinine as & preventive when 1 was in malariad regions. In the 17 yesrs
I wag in Cube, I never had it. |

Tafly went from ene job to enother, went down to Fanema and worked on the canal
returned to Cuba and the laet job he had was helping to relse the Battleship Maine,
He died in his thirties from hardening of the arteries.

To get back to my story - Mp, Gorrebt showed up in camp the next day and I
hit him for a Job. #hile we were talling o Cuben came up and he told me to find
out what he wansed, I theught I was dolng him o faver by interprebing. later, I
found the favor wes the other way. He talked Spanish well, las Just cheeking up
on my Spsndsh, After some more conversation he sald he wasn't hiring sny men now
but would need & lot of men when he gob the word to #0 ahead and would then gilve
me & jobo He took my name and addrese. 1 expscbed it to be the lash 1 would hear
from 3t It wasn't,

Some months later, quite by acecident, I ran inte LIrwin Mary of the enginesring
firm of Marx and Winder of Cemaguey. I amked him for & jobo He studisd a little
Bt and sald, "I have & pretiy pood sized lang survey starting nest wesk, I am
going to rm transit myself but 1 you want 1t I will give you #1.50 per dey and
expanset to pill the head chadn.” That proved to be the tuming point of my Guban
carear, I was renlly getting quite discouraged and congldering returning to the
Hollohoy but 1t was January and no time to po north,

The eurvey wes a bip cattle reanche Fenced, bul had 92 sides 1o 4t and a lob

of brush to cuby, Harx went shsad with some Cuban brusl cutters and ssb hubs ab the
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corners, I, with a Uuban, followed o chaining, When we were about two thirds of the
way arcund 8 nesasenger frow Camsguay brought him & telegrem. He told me to take
charge, Tinishing cubtiing brush, setiing hubs and chaining, then take the transit
and ran canpaes surveys of cross fenges and waber courses till he pot bmok., On hie
return, we measured angles just half o day when o messenger brousht, m@iﬁxw telow
gram. He told me te po sheall with the cross fence and stresn surveys snd he would
be back, He wasn't. Jo I went shead and messuped the anples of the outslde, When
L measured the lest angle I was 20 nervous I hed difficulty figuring the bearing,
When 1 found the angles had closed; the rellef was so great I just collasped and lay
on the ground 111 I could recover. It ia very unusual for a figure to close 1 o
fectly, and especially when thers were so many sides,

When L reached Camaguey, he wasn't thers edther. I lesrmed what trein he was
~condng dn on and met the train. When he saw me he seemed quite perturbed and asied
what I was deing there. I told him I had finished the survey and saw ne nsed of
sbaying longer.

"Do you mean the survey of the streams snd Tencesg?"

"I meon the survey, traverse and gll."

"How did it elose?®

"The angles clesed. I haven't figured the closure on the distances,"

“what do you mean by closed?

"l mean closed to the minube,®

Fihere ig your netebook??

Uit the hotel."

"I am going to be busy for o while., Get your notebook and mest me at the office
in an hour,©

shen I gave him the notebock he sterted locking it over. He would study it for
& few pages, then look at wee [Finally, he said, “If a Cuban engineer were to hand
me & book like this, [ would burn the book and kick him out of the office. DBut you
look 8o dewed honest, % don't know what to do. what did you do with the trmaneiti"

"L Llefy it there, I wulrin%' carey it in.®

"Honday morning we will o out there and measure & few angles at random and cee



P&g@ 9
what ths score is.”

Henday morning we wenb out and started mezsuring angles. As we measured, he
got happler; then suddenly, "I've got a minute on you here," He looked again and
said "1t Loh’t quite a minubte bub should have been thrown the cther waye " e wm
measuwred a Tow more, And Yere's another one. Thab males twoo lenem. That's
the other ways %hat belunces,® We measured another ene or two and he ot the Lrane
w1t 1u the box and sald,"If the worl will hold up I will meke sn englneer cut of
you ingide & year."

Then we went back to bhe offiece and started figuring lattitudes,,departures,
deuble meridien distances snd aress. 411 by logarithms. Jaturday when he cams in
after dinner he seid, "I see where you leave for Janta Clare tomorrow night. My friend,
Avbuckle, has taken an option on a cettle ranch and wants it surveysd before he
closes the option., I ecan't go now, Tou will go up with him and 111 come up as
soon ag possible and help finish.”

When I got back from thgt eurvey, a letter was waiting me from Fr. Garrett
offering me & job as oversesr on the new sugar nlantation. I hadn't the elightest
jden what an oversesr's duties were bubt had learned to spsak fpsnish and figured
I sould Llesyn the rest, zo accephed. I could write & volume on the happenings
here., Two happeanings sre of special interest.

Upe was the slant 1 pot on some peoples ideas of Christienity. One of the
overgeers was & Hohemisn, an esporienced sugar plenter, with a lot of experdence
in Lavin Ameriesng educated in his nstive Bohemls and in Q@zaaﬂy~andAﬁ§@k@ i ors
langunges, One dey something was sald about Unristieanity, and he sald he was a
Chpdstian. I frankly told him that from his language it didn't sound like 1%,

"Wy, L never swerr."

I nomed him the time end place I hed heard ouite an cutburst.

T gobe, That was in Spanish. God doesn't understand Spanlsh. I never sweer
in German.”

ind he was dead serious aboub it

deme 2 or 3 months after I went there we went into camp one day at noon and found
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& lstter on the bulletin boord. After fssuddng o few camp omiers, 1t proceeded

to divide my work up among the obher ovsrseers and then ssid "we are nanlng Heko.Williame
Supsrintendent of Trensportation. For the vresent you will have Lo do your trans-
vorting with oxen., There ares 40 yoke of oxen in the pasture abt Senda Isebel, Co

over and help yourself.”

Hantbe lsabel wam aboubt 5 miles sway. Ky only wmesns of personal transpovtation
was on foot., Hevertheless, I rounded up a bunch of i drivers and we walked over
and ploked out gbout a dosen voke of oxen and went Lo dregging cross ties and bridge
timbers out of the woods, %he clearing contractors iw%éﬂ tles and bridge tinmbers
before they felled the timber and I hed to drap them out., I thought L was doing
all pight when one day Hpy Garrett came slong and seid, "Williame, how many houre
a day are you working those oxen??

?%E;Sin&aw

"That den't enough. You will have to work them 10 hourg.”

“ip, Garrett, they won'®t work 10 hours,"!

B1%4 like to lmow what In he-l you lmow abowd it7?Y

I halin® known very long but was lesrning {sst. I had looked a lons time
wefore I found this job and had no desire to start looking apsin for snother one,
So I dddn't start en argument, Insgtead, 1 told the ox drivers. They told me Just
what I had told lir, Garrett.

Wou know 1%, 1 know 1% end the oxen lnow 1%, but Hr, Correlt doesn't. Tou will
have bo keep them in the yoks LU hours.” ‘

Fext day at noon another letier on the bulletin board, Among other things,
"The oxen tuet work 10 hours & dey. 6 £411 11 A¥ snd 12 noon to 5 W.* In the 10
hours through the heat o £ the day the oxen did lesgs than they hed been deing in
$ hours, working sarly and labe, with a long noon.

Abomt the time the rainy season ot well started the blow reslly came. 1 got
orders to move the lle driver down the rallrcad right of way from one brldge to
another, The right of way was cleared 100 feet wide right through the jungle and
st this particulsf place, it wae b right sngles to the trade wind. HNob one bresth

of alr. It was in the tropiecs so the sun shone strelsht dowm ot noon and the ground
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wae steaming. Twen don't swesb and they just couldn®t teke ib. ne tdme 1 had
sleven yoko on & cart loadsd for thres, { simply waen't pebiing anything déne.
(ne moening about ten ofclock, we were trying Lo po back with the eapty carts,.
The oxen had thelr tonsuss lolled and wouldn't tizhten late the yoke., The Cubans
drive thelir oxen with a short, shorp nsil driven into the end of & pole sbout
threesfourthe inch in dismeter. L& they scrabch an ox with it, the flies will
Hlow 4% and he gebe serew worms. So when they really want %o punlsh an ox , they
Jam the neil through the hide end serateh his pibs, dragging the hide with the nail.

I looked back and saw Fr, Greémﬁ%% goming. He turned into & camp., 1 told my
drivers to wait and I went back.

"Hp, Garrett, can Pou come with me a minute? I have mwth:mg o show you,"

“ihat is 1%7¢

"% can show you better than I can tell you.®

shen we pot back, I said Lo the drivers,"Let's go." Cubans aren't known for
thelir merey and they really let go with thelr prods. [very time they prodded one
ha lesned from the prod and bellowed, but didn®t tighten inte the y@kéo L stopped
the abuse mnd turning to Mr. Garrett I sald,"Mr. Garrett, I wish you would tell me
the use of sbusing the oxen this way. You are going to kill some of thew.”

“em 488 I've got to reb that plle driver moved}®

T felt a shiver mmn down my opine as I #a8id,"If you had told me to move ihe

nile driver instesd of telling me Lo work the oxen ben hburs a day, it would have

besn noved & long time aEDe "

He tumed arcund in his saddle. Dug his spurs into hie horse and ssid,"lUem
itd Move 108°

I had the drivers wnyoke risht there. Put the oxen in the shade and pave them
some cane Yops $o eat. At four,l had them put some cane tops on the carts, yoke up
and ge o the pile driver, At the pile driver I had them unyoke and feed the oxelt.
ileo, had the rest of the pile driver loaded. I told thedplvers to yoke up at tuo
olclock in the morning when the moon comes up and bravel., Whem 1 gob to the job the

next momming, the pile driver was moved and being sebt up and the enply carts headed
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ror the fesd lob, I heard no vore about working oxen ten hours a day.

Hot too long after t%;a:?:.p iike a bolt from the blue, I got & velegram Jrom BN O
effa?img me & job as g s on 6 reilvosd survey. Lt se happened that raiirosd was
a spar Line commecting Holguin with the Cuban company malnline, Hhile we wore worke
ing on thet, Dirdie Pickett came down feom Nebraska and Charles Haworth married us
im the tuaker [esion in Holguin. When that survey was done, they sent me over Lo
Cuanbonsme 65 instrument nan for o resident enginesr they had locating and building
& nurber of short spure oub into the cane tields. e nmoved eight lines in five monthe.
L4ving vonditions were bad to horrible. Sirdie couldn't take Lt. L think she would
have died of honesickness if I hadn't sent her home %o mothers

After we fintshed our work around Cuanbansmo and were on our way back to lamusuey,
1 paw wist Leoked like some Snerican houses being built at Umaja. It etrack me that
1# T could met a steady job in an American coleny magbe Birdie would find Cuba morse
14vable, I made inguiry. Contacted the promotera; got the job of colony survaycy and
vesigned with Bary end Windsor.

The following June they sent me to the Ueds to sell lend and bring coloniste. It
was the only time I was off the lsland in 15 yesrs. Aboubt the tim L vepsn to get &
few people interosted ; headlines blared all over the newspapsrs,'levolution in Cuba®,
Ty the fall 1 went back but didn't teke Bydie. 1 was afrald of what L might run into.
The revolution had stopped the flow of colemists oo there was little need of surveying.
T did what Little thers was § bullt me a shack oo 1and that I had bought so I cuuld
have & place Go c:&il heme and took jobs of land surveying wharsever L could Dind them.
T found enouph o keep fairly buey.

The next sunmer, not only Birdie came back buty;aloo, my brother, John, and femily
end my sieter, luella,Penn 'Ok, IFollowed a gories of feirly prosperous years. Land
marveys,drainage survey, and suger mill congbruction. My lonzest job was loceticn
snd helping bwiild approximabely 100 miles of railread through solld jJungle on Cuba's
perth coast, My most diffienlt and specbacular job was & drainare survey in the
famous Zapate dwamp on the south codst. daber and mud from knee deep to up to the
ar pibe. in open swamp, Men waded end pulled our supplies i n & 1ight bouk. In

mangroves and other scrub timber, they had bo carpy the supplies on thelr backs.
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There was always a {igit with the croccdiles. At might we slept in hammocke and hed to
climb trees to gel them high enough so the crocodiles couldn't Jump Lo them. |

Five children were born into the family. luella’s husband and I bought 1,000 acres
of fertile vinber land near the reilroad I was building. Sarly In 1917, L made arrenge-
pente with a sugar mill to Tinence me to plant the whole to sugarcane and i reslgned wy
job with the railroad. I had vislons of beccning & rich man in a vepy few yeurs. I
had just got a pood start cubting down timber when a revolution broke out. Thsy drove
6ff my meny burned myclearing before it was dry and let wesde and vines take 1ty stopped
construction on the rallroad and burned four million dollars worth of cane Just b harveot
time for the mill that wae going to finmnce me s0 they couldn®t fulfill their coniract.
1% not cnly paralyzed me but the wvhole country. To add to my troubles, Dirdle needed
medlcal trestment che couldn®t get in Cubs end the older children would in ancther year
or 8o be as far as they could go in schodl thore. So the next year I pulled stakes and
eame bo Floride. |

Two years later, 1 was offered so much to go back as Chief fngineer for & sugapr mill
%hg?é, I couldn't resist the temptabion, but I never took the family back. I was there
whm vaw sugar book a tumble from 23¢ a pound to 3¢ & pound, It broke every bank in
Gubé except the Nationel City Renk of New York snd the Heyal Henk of Canada. 14 peralyved

the whole igland and I lost my job.

1 weturned to Florida and was here in time to meet tje Florida boom, head ob.
Besides working as an engineer, I traded in Peal ectate till L was worth more than
$100,000, The bresk of the boum in 1926 trimued the fBEnges of my 100,000 but 1 still
had some left.

Un the night of September 16, 1928, we vers hit by the worsh mrricane taht over
hit Florida. Over 2,000 persons weve killed, some of them our near neighbors. The redio
shatlon pent & messenger out to warn us to flee for our lives. We did and none of us
were hurk, but thet night wiped ocubt my Life's savings.

fiaxt morning my earthly posssssions were a slek wife and edght ahiildren,three of
them in college, Florida wes paralyzed. No work here. Plrst the .alvation Amny srd then

the Hed Crose helped us and I began %o lock for a job elsewhers.
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Henry J. Kaiser was at that time building the Cuba National tighway through Gamsguey
Province, Cubae. T had never heard of Kaiser,bub through friends thers, I got & job there
with hime I want with him on a job In Old Mexico, to Monbana, and, Cinally, down on
Hoover Dam. I pob no engineering to do there. Thers ware too many mgiﬁé@m Lhere
befors I arriveds I had to take what they handed me. Some of it was jusd vlain common
lobor, but most of 1t was clessed as sepieokilled. I finally setiled down %o running

sand
the classifler, washing and grading the sand for the dam., We worked around the clock
Zh heure & day, 7 days a weck. At one time or gnother, I worked on every shift bub got
14 monthe gbraleht on the graveyard shift and @dn®t llke it. ALL told; I wss there
more than three yeards. 1 never worked so long fn my 1ifs on & job I deiliked so much,
I would have quit but I like to esb, I and my fawdly were esting regularly and ab thet
period
time there were millione in the W5, who weren't. It was the most nonolonous time of
my life, then I went there, I thought it would be reslly semsthing to work on such
a big Jobe Un mest of my Jobe I wee 2 boss with others doing the work.Hevs I had sbiut
whree bosses over me while I did the work and I definitely decided 1 would rather be a
big duck in @ little pond than & little duck in & his pond,

When I got through there I wsnt dewn to Log Angeles, I couldn't find any work, so
with my savings on the dam I bought a seell bueiness. While I didn't actuslly lose
any money in the business, there wae naver a month that Idddf the proflts were sufficient
to kean the fanily.

I read in the paper that the cgontract had been let for digeing the &11 Amerioen
Cupal with headouarters ab Yume, Ardzona. I hitchedehiled down and luck wes with me,

I didn®t bpow it but the father of a boy in my Junday School Class at Boulder Ciby was
construstion engineer and had e plocs for me. I broke my last 220 bill to pey o woeks
hoard sfter I got the iob,

1 June, 1238, I wes Inspector on ome of the drops In the ALL Amerlcan Usnzl, Jome
ene on th day shilft left the cover off s drainsge well, It wes 25 feel deep and lined
with conorste. Yorking night shift, I dropped into 1% 1ike 2 nickel in the slet, The
Jar slmost killed father. ‘hem 1 got out of the hospltal, I asked for a t;za&z'ngexr to the
sffice and gob 1%. T never gob out into the field sgsin,

In October 1941, I married Habbis Kinsey who was & nselghbor in Tubs many years sgo.
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By 1948, the work at Yuma was narvowing down, but was mipanding on the
Columbia Beein Projeet in Washington. So in Hovember I wus transferred. I had not
seen & winter since 1903 and this proved to be the worst winter they hod had in 80
Yours,
april 30,1951, I reached the age of retirement. Nt stepson and his wife flew up
from Cubs and joined us. We spent two months and #,000 miles ‘eriamiﬁg relatives, friends,
pabks, dairies and engineering works. We came to Fert Pierce, F‘lé:xrié& because 1 have
two sone and six grandchildren here and my wife has two séns end siz prandchildren
Just across the channel in Cuba., Afber buying o house and getting settled, we want to

Guba for a vislt, then retumed to try Lo prow old gracefully,
5
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