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of things.” Chapter 12
On that same trip I also learneg SOm

thing on my own. I had to spend a night

Las Tunas, both coming and going. 1Ip the

tel where I stopped, was an American, Ot

Miller, his wife, his mother-in-law, and

small boys., One of the boys was very siec

They had come to bring him to the doctop.

None of them spoke any Spanish and I was

to be of some service to them, They wepa

from Omaja, and told me there were severa

Americans there already and there wepe pl

for a very large colony there. I asked w

was promoting it, and was told D. E, Keprp . *

C. E, Bowman. I had previously become qu es and mule skinners from ?he United States.

well acquainted with both of them at Hote contingent had been recrulted around

Norman. I got to thinking, "If they have ha, Nebraska; set up their camp in Oriente

kind of a colony, they must have their 1a vince ;3 and just natura}ly hung out their

surveyed. If they have as much land as ' n, Omaha. When the railroad went to put

Miller says, it will take two or three ye es on their stations, they found the sign,

to subdivide it all into ten acre lots. nged the "h" to "j" to conform to Spanish

one will have to do it. If I can get the l1ling, and that is the name it still carries.

job, Birdie will come back. We can live In 1004, while I was looking for work,

mong American people, and she will not be te by accident T Tet ?n army engineer from

lonesome." So when I got back to Camague U, 8, Naval Stat%on in Guantanamo: He

I looked up D. E. Kerr and asked about th a few days'vacat19n and was scouting a-

job., It was too sudden. He would have %t nd ‘looking for a piece of land to buy but

think it over, and talk it over with Bownm ting nowhere,‘ Sin?e I was?'t busyt he

Also, I would not quit my job without not ed me to QO.Wlth h}m as guide and inter-

When I asked Windsor about taking another ter, My friend, Lindelie, told me there

he said they had work for me but would no a large tract of land at Omaja that was

stand in my way if I could better myself. sale, so0 we took the train and went to

After Kerr saw Bowman, I saw the two of ¢t it.. When we got off the train, the only

together and made a verbal contract to do se 'in sight was a palm-leaf shack with a

all the surveying they required for twent rt floor, We went over and asked abogt

two dollars per mile. place. Manuel Gomez, the man who lived

ere, told us he was the owner, .and to prove

_he took down quite a stack of deeds. He

ld us how many caballerias he owned; and

owed us the deeds to several big farms,

ong them was a deed to Las Paras, I had

en there with Burke and Thompson to buy

ttle and spotted it. I said, "Why, that be-

N9s to Winceslao Infante of Holguin,"

"Yes, he has possession, but I have the

OMAJA®

After Sir William Van Horne completed
canadian Pacific Railroad, he began

‘ing for other worlds to conquer, That
ust after the Spanish American War and
found that Cuba had no railroad connecting
ies in the central part of the island from
+5 Clara to Santiago, a distance of more

n four hundred miles. So, he got a fran-
se of General Wood and proceeded to build
For that purpose he imported a lot of
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deed and I will have him off of there Ve
soon," Infante was the richest man ip Ho
guin, Knowing the power of money ip Cuba
formed a mental picture of this man, liyi
in a palm-=leaf shack with a dirt floor;
naked children playing on the ground with
the dogs, the cats and the chickens’ thro
Infante off his farm, regardless of +tg
it belonged, I pinned him down and he
mitted that all of his land was “pesos
posesion" in "Haciendas Comuneras", T
been stung in "pesos de posesion", and tg
my friend I was sorry we had wasted money
come to see the place, but after all that
was the only way we had of getting inforpn
tion. Now that we had the informotion, h
wanted no part of that land,

About a year later, D, E. Kerr  and
Bowman, with Joaquin Rivas as interpreter
came along, looking for land., Gomez gave
them a hot line and they swallowed it—=ho
bait and sinker., They had not been: stung
"nesos de posesion™, but gotit right then
and there., The contract looked all right
I learned later, there was One very impor
element missing.,

A few years later I had a contract w
+this same C. E., Bowman. A very prominent
Cuban was involved in the same contract s
took it to him for his approval. I asked
to kindly look the contract over, and tel
if, in his opinion, it was a good contrac
He wouldn®'t even look at it, but said, "A
contract is good if the man who made it 1
nonest. No contract is any good if the
is no good." The missing element here wa
that the man who made it was no good. Ho
he ever acquired so many deeds I have ?o
idea, but they were in '"pesos de poseslor
and did not yield anything like the acre
he claimed for them, In the case of Las
Paras, he couldn't deliver one acre. Ke
and Bowman paid Gomez several thousand d
lars down, He was to move the survey'of
land and deliver surveyed land for which

to pay by the caballeria. (33 1/6 acres)
rice was very gheap, even then.

Instead of moving the survey, according
ntract, Gomez built a very large palm-
shack, bought several thousand dollars
of goods to sell to the Americans that
supposed to come, and opened a store.
jdea was a good one, but he had no idea
+ puying nor what Americans used., His
equipment was largely the kind used in

h and the Canary Islands, Even the food
lies were not what Americans normally ate,
ought an enormous amount and was able to
put very little, He went down to

iago with what money he had left and

+ it gambling and in riotous living.

he was flat broke, he went to Kerr in
guey and tried to get more money. Kerr
him he would get more money when he

the land surveyed., Then, he got a lawyer
nd to go to Kerr and intercede for him,
asked the lawyer if he was a friend of
z; and, when he said he was, Kerr said,

n suppose you let him have some money. He is
rpiend of mine." When Gomez finally

d up to the fact that he would get no
money till he got the land surveyed, and
dn't get the land surveyed without money,
ent back to his hotel and committed sui-
That threw the whole thing in Kerr's
Bowman had already smelled disaster
pulled out., Kerr had to pay for the sur-
and there was only a very small fraction
he land Gomez had told them there was.

he agreed price the down payment was more
the cost of the land they received., It
Kerr years to get it settled.

I arrived in Omaja’ on April twentieth;

6, to begin my survey. I engaged board
room with Conrad Plant, an English Mor-

» newly arrived from Boise, Idaho. There
€ quite a few Colonists there already,

_One of them could speak a word of Spanish,
I was something of a Godsend to the whole
Ony. I not only spoke the language but

an old timer, I had been in Cuba almost
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three years; had been over the islapg quif the states to sell land for him, Birdie
a bit; and knew good land from bad by the the states, and I hadn’t been there for
vegetation that grew on it. Some of them three years, so it wasn't very hard
had selected savanna land so they WOUIdn'é '« me into it. He had agents in several
have to clear it. When the rainy seasop and suggested I go to Iowa, As I
came, they were in a lake and ready tp go Ken my college course there, and Brother
back to the States. Bowman told them that was living there, that suited me just
if they didn't 1like what they had chosen T wrote Birdie to meet me at Robert's,
they could choose again anywhere they lii uggested that we take a trip together
I showed them very good, fertile land tha Ggloria and Palm City, two American col-
was high and dry, and they stayed, People on the north coast, to get ideas for
are like sheep. Had a few actually gone points and pick up some products and
back, it would have started a trend that paphs for exhibits. I was lucky enough
would have been very hard to stop. t+ to La Gloria just at the right time to
When Kerr and Bowman started their cg the biggest pineapple I ever saw, ready
ony, they took a leaf out of Uncle Sam's rvest. It weighed thirteen pounds, I
method of settling the West. They gave tea ht it and took it with me. A German liv=-
acres of land absolutely free to everyone La Gloria made a business of collect-
who would build a house on it; live on it 211 kinds of wood in the vicinity, sawing
and improve it. They would sell him as m into little blocks % x 1% x 3 inches,
land around it as he cared to buy at twent ing them, and all that would take a polish
dollars an acre. I promptly took a homest olished on one side, and sold them to
and bought ten acres more to be paid for b jets. I bought a set, From the same
surveying. ; T pought a fruit bowl he had turned out
Sam Vander Vorst, an American enginee ahogany, and a set of napkin rings, each
fprom Camaguey, had already done a little _turned from a different kind of hard
veying. Since this land was unsurveyed, in Havana, I bought a coconut with the
had, as of that time, no boundaries, Th on, carved like a human face, a monkey
took the railroad statiomn as a starting and several interesting photographs.
and the railroad, which happened to be The only boat I found sailing out of
straight for several miles at Omaja', as na any time soon was the Ward Line Steamer,
pase line, so what we called north was a for New York, and all first and
ally some twenty or twenty-five degrees nd class cabins were sold out, so I
of north., They reserved one section . rig ht a third class ticket, They didn't
north of the railroad for a townsite; th gn cabins there, just let everyone select
iaid out all the surrounding country for

miles around, in sections, and divided ¢t ' Just as I started down to the cabins, a
sections into ten-acre lots. All on pap ~dressed young man stopped me and intro-
of course, It was my job to put it on t , d himself. He said he had been touring

ground, " uba and had a hurpry=-up call to come home,

I had worked but little more than a ticket was first class; but, as he had
month, when Kerr came down and discovere _ intended to return so soon, he had made
that I was getting the surveying done 2 ' eéservations, When he got to the boat,
deal faster than he was getting sett}ers first and second class cabins were sold,
occupy it., So he made me a proposition e had to go third class or wait for
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another boat. He said he was gz littie b and adver—
choosy about whom he T°°med with, He hadl kn Cuba forothstlgzilhzizzgils about Cuba
down; selected a cabin anq p}aced a piece in 1it, aisesg I was beginning to get
tuggage in every bunk to indicate it was gue 1Y aq zere;ted when, like a bolt from
taken; and had now come up to look the pa people 1"a ers came out with big head—
gers over as they came aboard. He hopeq ue, the pf‘pr-evolutiOn in Cubaj; and,
be able to find some congenial cabin mate telling © told of the battles fought
I was the first he had seen that wag to h ay to davy, killed Then, President
liking. Would I like to share it witp p mber of me;t sent éecretar‘y of War Taft
He looked much cleaner and more respectap ore Ro9sevet of U. S. troops down to hold
than the others coming aboard, so T gladl contlngznpresid;nt Estrada Palma re-
accepted his offer. These cabins wepre ab 1id on, 2an ut us in the second Interven—
the same size as the second class cabins :d. That p that seemed necessary but
the Munson Line; but these bunks were onl & condltlon’rhen Roosevelt appointed
double deckers, whereas those were trip) ed nobody. Governor. The shooting
deckers. My friend found only one more d on Mllltapiion and unrest continued, and
sirable, so there were only three in the ed put ter tty much paralyzed., Solid
cabin., All the rest were Spaniards, Tta] ess was ireood common sense just don't
and Cubans of the laboring Cclass, going Ca?s Wit 'gan Revolutions. I hung on
New York as emigrants. They acted much m atlﬂ Ame"lin things would get better in
tike a bunch of hogs than they did tihe o while hopd'g the knowledge of it failed
beings, when they went to the table, Aft if ’che}\’ ::ic’:a.n Press. T didn't seill
the first meal, my friend went to the = 2l ot mz nor interest one person in
and had a talk with him, He said if the cre of 1znb, tn a1l cuenc S
three of us would just wait till the rabb ting to UW:re very popular in those days
got through, he would have time to give u Chataquas ut one on. Harnry Coffin, a
more attention; and, furthermore! the fi skaloosa pd I got the concession to run
class table would be through eating and 1 mate, a:and gnd lunch room. I did
gould get the food they le:? O;e:':22125ﬂ 3::;aginzncially at that while it lasted,
the three of us each gave him * rned in a1ll
waited for the gang to clear out; and ha , , t was‘tggeogiz ;OZ:zeid:Z gswa Yearly
first class fare at less thén second cla ‘ ‘ 1er. ?l; ;ends then we went to Indiana
rates. The sea was very quiet and we ha tng:. o ppelatives and friends. There,
uneventful trip till we reached New Y?rk isit our‘al missionary lectures in churahes,
Harbor. We arrived early in the morning - ieveg te lectures in school houses,
the Tog was so thick you could almost of ‘Fe: :Siaed a lot of people. The missionary
it. We had to anchor till about two P. e f issions; but the real
i i I got through Customs S raised money for T H c
before going in. I g ight te talks failed to interest anyone in
caught a train for Iowa that same night. to Cuba or in making any investments
When I reached Oskaloosa, Robert ;2 - g When winter began to bite, I began
Birdie were at the depot to meet me. e , n' Srrangements to return to Guba. Birdie
and Jessie had a two-story house,.ren.:h 'i i %0 o: and, considering the unm—
for the two of them, so we moved in w1my ther: : wgs;'t s;re that T wanted her
My friend, F., E. Gordon, who ?ad bee? o ot ;e t her back to Nebraska, and made
when I was in the picture buS}ness, 12fic = n the Munson Line out of New York
me to spread my exhibits in his law o ; a n on ‘

it as my office. I wrote some arti-
e 1
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to return to Cuba, alone,

Just before I was to leave, T got 5
ter from Father in North Dakota, He was ,
ing alone; teaching school; and was sick ing done. Furthermore, tho I had sur-
said he didn't think he could Survive apes yonly a small fraction of what Gomez
winter up there; and, if I would POstpon o Kerr and Bowman, three of my lines
sailing till next boat, he would Join me to the pastures of adjoining farms, so
promptly wired the company to change the' 1d go no farther in those direqtions.
reservations. He joined me and lived twer er stopped my surveying in Omaj&', and
eight years in Cuba, me some to do at Cacocum,

On our way to New York we stopped ip ihen that was done, I took small jobs
Philadelphia to visit my brother, LIoyd . ver I could find them; and, between jobs,
was a Sophomore at Haverford College, 8u‘ ed on my farm. Father and I cleared
ways parted there and did not cross again planted a garden; built us a galvanized~
thirty-nine years, While in Philadelphia shack; moved into it and went to keeping
visited Independence Hall, and othep placé We dug a well in the good old fashioned
of interest around there, with Lloyd as qu That is, I dug it with pick and shovel

The day we left New York there were ¢ father drew the dirt out—a very laborious
or four inches of snow on the ground, and At thirty-odd feet I struck just a 1lit-
cold raw wind that went right through you, water, It was bitter as gall. Then we
We had smooth sailing for two or three day and cemented a cistern, and put eave
then things began to happen. A tropical — ghs on our shack, If we couldn't get
hurricane hit us broad side, and weé couldn , r out of the ground, we would get it out
take it that way. We had to head into iz
and lost a day in getting into Nuevitas,
First-class passengers were right over the
propeller, so they got the full force of t
storm, and it was reported that everyone w
seasick next morning. Second class cabins
were in the middle of the boat, so we fare
much better; but in spite of our better po ege Degree; the only one who could speak
sition, there were only four of us out to , languages; and had had a very wide
breakfast next morning. I was not sick, b rience in Cuba, so0 knew how to deal with
spent most of my time in bed, because it w people, To name just a few: T was
the only comfortable place to be, To 'be , ted Chairman of the Good Roads Committee,
really comfortable there, I had to block m rman of the School Board, Chairman of the
self in with 1life preservers. After leavi ral Betterment Committee, and Chairman
the cold and snow in New York, and passing he Medical Committee. As to the good
through that storm at sea, when we felt th s, there wasn't a road in the Colony that
nice balmy breeze and saw the beautiful gr could get over with an American wagon in
trees as we sailed into Nuevitas Harbor, an rainy season. The big ox carts kept such
later saw the luscious green pastures and s as there were torn up and rutted so
fat cattle, we felt very much like we had the wagons couldn't get over them., At
reached the Promised Land. \ nstigation, we cut a new road through the

The Revolution was over but the effec S, and purposely made it just barely
‘ enough for the wagons, but too narrow

were not. Colonists had almost ceased
. hence Kerr needed but very little

ng Haciendas Comuneras which I will take
n my next chapter, I settled down to
_good citizen of the Colony; and, judging
he offices they elected me to, I was

e a prominent one, There was a reason,

s the only man in the Colony with a
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for the carts. That worked fine ti
got their cart road worked up so de
got stuck in it. All Cubans have axes g
machetes, One day when none of us was ln;
ing, a cartman turned into our road, Theoo
trees and brush slowed him down a 1itt1e’

11 the
€p the

but he cut his way through, and left the w
wide enough for the next cart, I went th:

and saw what had been done and set mysels
see that it didn't happen again. You cap
always hear a loaded cart coming a
off, either by the groaning of the axles,

the language of the driver—generally both

Not many days hence, I heard a cart
jumped on a horse and beat him to the ju;
tion. I parked myself and horse in the mi
dle of our road and told him he had o tak
the old road. He drew his machete on me ;

but, fortunately, there was another Americ

within calling distance, and murder isn't
nice charge even in Cuba, particularly whe

there is a witness. When the other Amepic

arrived, he started his oxen down the cart

road., It took him more than half a day to

negotiate three quarters of a mile of bad
road, I was indeed sorry both for him an
for his oxen, but it had taken many days!®
work for us to clear the road, It took
vigilance but we kept it open.

As Chairman of the School Board, I t

the matter up with the proper authorities,

and got the Government to pay our school
teacher,

As Chairman of the Medical Committee,

contacted Dr., Butler, the only fully accr
American doctor I ever knew in Cuba. I Kk

three that were accredited to practice in

country, but not in the city: ODOr, Law of

Holguin, Dr, McLaughlan of Galbis, and Dr.

Baker of La Gloria, Several of us agreed
pay Dr. Butler so much a month to keep us
and he moved in. He could take all the o
side practice he could get. He was still
there when I left Omaja', but was too good
doctor to waste himself on so small a pla

long wa
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ar mill offered him more money than he
. ever hope to get in Omaja'.
one of the jobs I had during this time
gite unusual and had some very wide
jcations for the other fellows. Major

a retired English army officer, just
;rom England, had some money to invest.
anager of the gold mine at Holguin heard
m and approached him to get him to in=-
snithe mine. Being a prudent man, he
+ invest blindly. He employed the en-
ring firm of Marx and Windsor to inves-
e the mine. They, in turn, wrote me to
er to make the investigation for them,
ot to tell anybody my business.
Truth is stranger than fiction. I ar-
in Holguin, went out to the mine and
what investigation I could under the con-
ons laid down, They were getting out gold
on a very small scale. They had only a
men working. Engineer Black had told me
I lived in Holguin that there was a very

e ore body there, and I had no reason to

t his word. It looked pretty good. I

on my way down to McCracken's, where I
stopping, when a man standing in the door
hat looked 1like a private house, called

e and asked me to come in. I had never

him before and know he didn’t know me.,

he picked on me I have no idea unless it
because I am an American, and all Americans
supposed to have money,

I was no more than in his house when he
"Let me sell you the Santiago Gold Mine.,"
"Isn't that the mine that is working?"
"Yes."

“"Are they selling out?"

"No, They have no deed to the mine.

are trespassers., I have the deed here.,"
he produced it. It was a very old, time-—
red deed to a gold mine somewhere near

uin, I don't remember the date, but it
quite old, He said the owners were work-

] the mine when the Ten Years War broke out

868, They fled to Spain, and in time
«When the heirs learned the mine was
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ter; and a slop jér. When he came out
,eakfast next morning, he was rubbing
ands and said, "Con Padre, but it's

fHe had the best supply of Negro sto-
and could tell them the best of anyone
r o knewe.
on another meeting, he told me he was
1ishing a Methodist School in Santiago
sked if I didn®t know someone who had a
of horses who could drive the school
nd work around the school and whose wife

run the kitchen for the school. I sent
o my brother, John, who lived in Omaja
hat time and they made a deal, The
ool was very short-lived, but its influ-
e is still going on,

yhen we were expecting our first child,
ook Birdie down to John's where there was

working, they sent him the deed ang askegq
him to sell the mine for them,

I was skeptical and said, "The mine
working."

"Yes, it is working now, but T an gete:
out an injunction against further work '
inside of two weeks all work will StOp:"
wasn't bluffing., He did just what he saidf
he would,

I made a careful report of what T had
seen, then told what I had learned acciden
tally about the deed, and added, "It looks
very much to me like anyone who puts money
into that mine will be buying himself a 1,
suit."” Every time I have thought of that
mine in all these years, I have been thank
for that accident. Or was it an accidepnt?
Had Major Maude put his money into that min octor. There, I met a very unusual boy,
on my recommendation, I would have been enzo Verdecia. First, he was blond,
conscience-stricken the rest of my life, 1 ch was rare among Cubans, Second, he
stead he joined with Ray Barker, a cattlema ke some English, which was also rare; and,
and they bought the whole island of Turigua rd, he was working his way through school,
off the north coast of Cuba,and went into % ch Cuban boys just didn't do in those days.
cattle business. He wasn't a young man th waited tables and helped generally with
and I suspect he has long since gone to hi dining room and kitchen work for his
reward, but Barker was still there raising 6oling. Since neither John nor Lelia
cattle when I was in Cuba in 1957, ke much Spanish, Lorenzo was a great help

Rev., Fletcher, Superintendent of Methe them in talking to the other students,
ist Missions for the Eastern District of Cu they, in turn,helped him with his English,
and the Methodist Church were not so 1ucky; e years later I met Lorenzo on the train,

I first met Rev, Fletcher in a hotel in was a recorded Methodist minister and was
Holguin during my first year in Cuba, 'and o his way to hold a meeting.

paths crossed many times in the next few * % k% ok k% k* x ok & & %

years. VWhile I was overseer on The Nipe Ba In 1930,while I was helping Henry Kaiser
sugar plantation, he was looking for a plac 1d Cuba's National Highway, my daughter,

to establish a Mission there, and spent a a, went down to Cuba to spend her college
night with us in our Guaro camp. He later ation teaching English to private pupils.
established a Mission in Mayari® which is st earned that Lorenzo was head of the English
going strong after more than fifty years. ‘ artment at the Camaguey Institute; and,
While we were living at Omaja', he spent a this was Vera'®s first attempt at teaching,
night in our home., It was a real cold nigb ook her over for a visit and to get some
for Cuba and our house was as well ventilat inters, He had been to Columbia University
as the Cuban shacks; and, in addition, had _round out his English education and had
galvanized iron roof which is much colder itten a text book for teaching English

than the conventional palm leaves. The :
plumbing consisted of a washbowl, a pitchef

1"

an
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which was at that time in use in ¢p

- . e . Cuba in Mesopatamia. From the fact that the
ic;ool:.thw:e: I washln Cuba in 1953, 1 c;es were published in™The Havana Post”
earne a e was head of the Engilisp De 1ways suspected that it was this same

partment in the University of Hayg
a son who was a practicing physici
Beach, California.
* % %k k K k k ¥ %k * % % %

Getting back to Rev, Fletcherp,
Black's wife was a Mexican and a Meth
s0 they regularly attended Fletchertsg
meetings in Holguin., When the reports capm
in so good on the gold mine, Fletcher sug-
gested to Black that since his mine hag tu
out so well, he should contribute liberals
to the new church., Black said he woulg be
glad to but had not yet sold the mine, heﬁ
no money, but he would gladly contribute
stock in the Company, which he did. Flete
very energetic and zealous for his church,
promptly got out and sold them and Black s
more on the strength of the church selling
them. After the injunction was put on, no
more work, and no more gold coming out, th
purchasers came onto Fletcher and the Meth
dist Mission Board and demanded their mone
back., I never learned whether any money w
paid back or not but the Board recalled
Fletcher, which was about all they could d
under the circumstances. The whole affair
was very unfortunate both for Fletcher and
for the Methodist Church., I am satisfied
that neither Fletcher nor Black had any
thought of wrong-doing. The gold was ther
and they were not lucky enough to learn ab
the old deed,

% %k %X k k % & % * % * %

On a recent trip to Cuba I took pains
to inquire about the mine., I didn’t go ou
there, and the reports I got were hearsay ~ . 5
somewhat conflicting. Putting them togeth , 'ﬁsﬁzzizlﬁoogié :n:tzizzoza;:;ng jzzipﬁs:t
the best I can I gather that the mine has ' . I met them at Antilla and helped clear
opened on a small scale a few times over ¢t stoms and ship the goods to Omaja'. They,
years, but promptly closed again, S0, had with them Fred Reich and his ten-or

During World War I, I read someé VeRjy elve-year-old daughter, from Wabash, Indiana.
interesting articles in “The Havana Post, ey were very good friends of my sister
written by a Fletcher who was with the Eng: th Anna, and had been in poor health.  Both

cher. On a recent trip to Cuba I was able
confirm my suspicions. After he left Cuba,
went to Engla?d and joined the English

y as 2 Chaplain and was sent to General
enby's army that marched through Mesopo-
ja into Jerusalem. He returned to the

ted States, and was for many years a

jege Professor at Lakeland, Florida.

The article that most impressed me was

t the Mesopotamians are the slickest

eves on earth. They are taught that steal-
is honorable. To be caught is criminal,
night an English Tommy lost his rifle.
jose your gun in time of war is a serious
ense, so the Tommy was court martialed,
testified that he was sleeping on his gun
it was stolen from under him. Next morn-
after the court martial, the colonel that
ed as court martial judge awoke looking at
stars. The natives had stolen his tent
everything in it except the cot he was
eping on.

* % % k %k %k * Kk % Kk Kk % % *

My brother, John, and family and my sis-
, Luella, decided to come down the summer
1907, I had neither time nor money to

1d the concrete house I had planned, so
galvanized iron for the roof, hard wood
ts from the woods, royal palm boot legs
the sides, and cheap soft wood lumber for
framing and floor, and built a temporary
se where I intended eventually to build a

na and 4
an in ¢

When John came, he brought with him a
am of mares, a span of mules, . a wagon,
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his doctor and his wife thought a cha
climate might benefit both of them,

nge rters on the wheelbarrow., The daughter
' ,1ways lived in town, Here she had girls

. So .
wife told them to go down; and, if the'c: own age to play with; a pony to rideg
mate was sufficiently beneficial, she and ' goes to hunt and eat; trees to climb; and

the other children would go later,

As soon as they were all moved in, w
loaded everybody into the wagon fop 2 éri
to my cattle ranch, some nine or ten mile
away by horseback trail, but fourteen op
fifteen by the cart road. I wanted them
see my ranch and the intervening country

9
also wanted to get a couple of cows and m
saddle ponies. The weather was hot ang the
cows were back in the woods where we could
find them till they came out in the cool of could get to run the College kitchen.
the evening. Leading cows is a long, slow He said, "About running the kitchen, I
process, and they tire easily, particulaprl, '+ know, If it were a teacher you were
in hot weather., Sometime in the night we king for, a Miss Williams has just come
came to a stream where we could water the n and I understand she is a College grad-
animals, and John suggested we camp tilil e and an experienced teacher.”
morning, We had taken the precaution befor #pid you say she is a teacher? Do give
we left home to cut some grass and put it her address.” He wrote to her; she went
the wagon bed. Father and I surrendered n and hired to him; then got her newly
wagon to the "tender feet" and stretched o uired friend, Bessie Lytle, to rum the
selves underneath. Next morning Fred's fac chen, About a year later Dr., Mosley hired
was a yard long, and he was the most homesi his secretary, Dr. Robert Anderson, an-
man I ever saw, I asked him what was the er Quaker from Kansas, We never met him
matter. re, but it turned out that he was born

"It's the first time in my 1life, ‘since grew up in the same county where four of
I can remember, that I have ever slept witt Williamses were born. Yes, reader, you
my shoes on.," ssed it. He and Luella were married and

"You didn®t have to sleep with them on still living happily together although
You could have taken them off." \ t has been almost fifty years, (They

"You slept with yours on," ed together 56 years and he died 5/16/1965.,

"It wasn't the first time for me." is now 07, GLW 12/4/79)

When we got home, there was a letter It has often been said that no house is
me to go out on a surveying job. I showed enough for two families, We most cer-
Fred some work to do, and told him to Keep ly checked that statement. Birdie had
his own time and I would pay him when I got d she would not return to Cuba, After
back, When I got back, he was gone. He ha hn came down, s0 she would not be alone, I
caught the same boat that brought them dow ceeded in persuading her to give it one
on its return trip to New York, They said re trial, When she arrived, it didn't take
that he was so afraid that John wouldn't g¢ ng for the friction to start., Lelia,
around in time to haul his trunk to the af .n's wife, felt that the house had been
noon train, that he got up at four o'clOCk; }1? for her and that Birdie was an intruder,
the morning and hauled it the mile and thr Pdie felt that it was our house and she

je the creek wasn®'t deep enough to swim
she did have a lot of fun wading in it,
color had returned to her cheeks, and
was well and happy. She begged to stay
Ered wouldn't let her,

soon after the folks arrived, a neigh-
Mr. Coleman, was drilling a well for
'Baptist Mission College at £1 Cristo,

n the Superintendent, Dr. Mosley, asked
if he didn’'t know some American woman




332 Grandpop®s Book Oma ja 333

should boss it. Every night John hag to v ° €
hear all the mean things that Birdie had Vived it was a variety with a heavy,

done to Lelia, and I had to hear aboyt a1 se,fittigg husk t?at extended far beyond
the mean things Lelia had done to Birdie — ear, which made it very hard to shuck,
The tension became so unbearable that Jo; ans only Dlég: i:al& pitches.and gather
and I both Just.abou? mortgaged our SOuls store 1:0W;d sal: fgi hgz :;ii tZei ?:ed
get money to bullq him a house over op hi Arter u : » but i

own farm. That little half-mile made all to be shucked; hauled out of the.fleld;
difference in the world. They became vep 11ed: s?cked and hauled to t?e railroad
good friends. When Birdie had a baby, Le for shlpment.. The only vehicles the Cu-
took care of her; and, when Lelia had & b had for hauling were pack sa@dles avd ox
Birdie took care of her, and they remaine e, The pack saddles w?re obviously im-
the very best of friends as long as Lelia tical, and heswai afraldtthe oxen would
lived, which was twenty-four years, his treés. 0 he came to me.

Not having enough surveying to do When John moved to Santiago, as pre~
took any kind of work I could find, I,hi ously mentioned, he left one team and his
Cubans to clear and Spaniards to ditch 1a gon with me. I rounded up a bunch of Cubans,
for the colonists while I supervised the de a lot of wooden shucking pegs, such as
work, I borrowed John'’s plow and hired ¢ _ysed on the farm when I was a boy, taught
with their oxen to pull it while I held i 7 e Cubans how to use the pegs, and paid them
and broke up the savanna for colonists wi ' the basket—f:ll ;ohsguck the corn and pile
savanna land., on the ground, ad men with axes go

The biggest job I tackled was gather rough and cut roads along the lines of
corn. Homer Arter had one hundred acres st resistanc?; then followed through with
citrus fruit right in front of my house, wagon and picked up the corn in baskets,
help keep it clean and pay expenses, he cer furnished a man—p0wered_corn sheller,
planted the whole thing in corn. I suspe was real work an? lots of it, but we got
it was the biggest cornfield ever planted done. It was while I was working on this
Cuba up to that time. The land was clear t?atsmyt?ldeSt daughter, Elizabeth, was
by cutting everything down and leaving it n in Santiago.
ﬁe on thg ground till dry, then setting I did many small jobs of many kinds,
to it., Brush and small stuff that didn't just couldn't find enough work to keep
burn in the first fire were piled and reb fitably busy., The ?anama Canal was under
Bigger poles and logs were left to rot ri structlon‘at that time and they were using
where they fell. Holes were dug and tree ot of engineers, so I decided to go there,
planted right in among the stumps and log ?nt to Camaguey to straighten out my
Then, with a sharp stick, holes were punc 1?ess affairs preparatory to l?aving, and
in the ground and corn planted between th 1?to my old friend, E, H. Strickland,
trees. The whole thing was cultivated wi said, "williams, why are you running off
a hoe, a very primitive method. Panama just when there is a lot of work

When it was ready to harvest, he was _ 7 ut to open up right here in Cuba?"
against a real proposition. There wasn't "Where is it? I hadn't heard of it."
road through the field anywhere. There w "I.am not at liberty to tell you about
no Americans available for shucking the ¢ of it; but I am working on a deal right
and Cubans didn't know how; rand he couldn s»othat if it goes through, you will have
talk to them nor teach them, The corn we the work you can do for a long time, I

Jery pad in Cuba, and the only corn that
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will know definitely in two or three week
I can’'t promise you anything definite bu
won't hurt you here nor lessen yourp caanc
of work in Panama to wait that long,n
So I went back home to wait., T paq
in the woods, and John had a logging Outf
so I started hauling logs, preparatory o
having lumber sawed and building that lon
planned house. One evening while we were
supper a Spaniard came along inquiring th
road to Buenaventura, That happens to pe
little Cuban settlement on the road to my
cattle ranch, and it also just so happene
that I was driving over there with the wa
next day., I told him it was about four
leagues by the cart road, and a league op
shorter by a woods trail. He couldn't po
bly follow the woods trail by night: that
his best bet would be to spend the night
us and ride over next morning. He said h wI have never held the position of topo=-
couldn®t wait, so took off, In about: hail ' ' pher, but I have helped the topographer,
an hour he was back., Said he could see I ' know how it is taken.,"”
was right, He couldn®t possibly find the wApe you a draftsman?"
trail in the dark, so had no choice but t "No, sir."”
accept my offer. In the course of the co He continued to look through me as he
versation, I told him that I was a 'civil d, "I'm going to let you try that level."
engineer; at present out of a job; and th told me to report to Mr, McKie in Palma
if I didn®t find work soon, I was going ¢t iano next Monday. The interview was over,
Panama. alled for his pass book and wrote me two
He said, "Man, do you know there is ses, one to go home on, the other good
railroad survey just starting from Marti next Sunday from Omaja to Palma Soriano.
Palma Soriano? You might get a job there
"Are you sure?"
“"Certainly, I am sure. I was out at
camp just yesterday."
"What Company is making the survey?!
"The Cuba Company." I wrote two let
immediately; one to the Chief of Party at
Marti and the other to the Chief Engineer
the Cuba Company. Two or three days late
my neighbor across the street came in to
me that the sawmill at Omaja' had just bur
down, and that my logs were burning. May
I could save some of them if I went down
immediately., The logs were a total loss,
and the house was never built,

In the mail were two letters, answers

e ones I had written. The one from the
of of party said he had a full complement
engineers, bgt he coulq give me a job as
4 chainman till something else showed up.
one from Chief Engineer, S. F., Shaw, was
of and to the point. He had two vacancies.
rapher at $125 a month, and Levelman at
Come to Camaguey and we would talk it
and he enclosed a pass. I caught the
+ train to Camaguey. One—hundred-twenty-
e dollars & month was real money in those
s0 naturally I applied for the topo=
pher job. Never in all my life have T

£ like a man was looking right through me
1 did when he fixed his eyes on me and
wHow much topography have you ever

th

og




