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ractice leveling with the transit,
- pep had my hands on a wye level,
ne: me a lesson on the wye level and
?Z simpler and easier than leveling
o transit. He took both of the ex-
ed rodmen oOn the transit party, and
e to select.a rodman from the men we

Chapter 11
LEVELMAN

When I arrived in Camaguey, Mary tolg
me, to my very glad surprise, that the rai
road we were going to survey was from Cagg , U A rodman must know how to
to Holguin-—the route I had been over sp m Ckeé .z; and there was only one in the
times on foot~—but that his chief of party nd wglwhé could qualify, Juan Fuentes,
had not yet arrived from another job, Ip el wad taken him to the U.S. to get
the meantime, he and Windsor kept me prett ther War of 1805, and he had grown up
busy making some computations and doing ep tos could read and write in both
rands around town., The chief of party wag He "4 spoke English without an
Shaler C. Houser, a graduate of the Univep ges,tahis qualifications as a rodman
of Alabama Engineering School. He was not ;.bzt there. He was the dumbest person
many years older than I, but already an rlg.ed to break-in as a rodman, and the
experienced engineer. We took with us one - tr;ptal I ever worked with at any-
experienced rodman and one experienced cha st ?orfunately for me, cutting line
man: Fermin Palazuela and Maximo Gonzales .h the Jungle takes a lot of time; so,
Fermin was white and of average size.,:  Max g his slowness, I had no trouble keep-—
was well over six feet, and as black as ey ewith the transit party.
came out of Africa. They were both intell ?he first thing we did was run a road
gent and unusually good men. The rest of rse to get the direction the railroad
the men we picked up around the job. Ue have to go, and the difference in ele-
took up our headquarters in Cacocum in a n of the two ends,
fourth class joint that had the nerve to while in Holguin, Charles Haworth and I
call itself "Hotel Progreso™. All I can s: down to see the judge and arrange the
for it is, it would sure have to progress minaries so I could get married when
whole lot farther before it would be fit f e arrived. The judge told us that to
decent human habitation. The very first arried in Cuba both parties had to be
night a big Negro came in to supper and.sa; y-three. Birdie didn't qualify. She
down beside Houser. Having seen explosio only rineteen. We told him she was al—
in both Kansas and Oklahoma when Negroes's‘ y on her way to Cuba. He said she would
down beside Southerners, I looked for fi _to have her father's consent signed be-—
works. Nothing happened. \When we ggt_ln 3 a Notary Public. At that time, there
our room after supper, Houser said, "Did y neither radio, overseas telephone, nor
see that big buck nigger sit down beside mail, and cables were very expensive. I

"Yes, and I wondered what you were no time in getting a letter off to her
going to do about it."

? ; '+ a thing I er in Scotia, Nebraska, explaining the
"Do about it? There isn R ’
can do about it, This is his country, an

Lo . I have to play the i We returned to Cacocum and star?ed
so long as stay here cautiig breliminary survey from that end. I wore
game according to his rgles. ButtuOYL egaings and in a very few days my legs
had better not do that in my country. n to itch and to swell up till I could

I had studied leveling in college, no rest, day nor night. Houser told me
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for the harder she tried +to walk bew~
him, the faster he walked so she couldn'®t,
aid that she suspected that everyone who
hem thought they were running a foot
I got her trunk through CustOms, and
we went to Holguin., As permission
arry had not yet arrived, I left her at
guaker Mission and returned to my job at
cum.
On ‘August second, the permission cameg
on August third, 1005, Charles Haworth .
’ied us in the Quaker Mission and gave uys
edding supper. I had got Mr, McCracken to
the level for me while I took time off to
I arrived in Holguin late, and didn'+ married.. Ngxt evening Houser showed up
go to see the doctor till after supper, o , said, "Williams, I hate to cut your honey-
my way back to the hotel, I passed the Ho} ' n short, but that old man has got those
office of the Munson Steamship Company. T els so badly messed up I have no idea if
were just closing up for the night and I 3 m running high or low, You can take any
if they had heard when the Olinda would pe dman you want, but go clear back to where
Gibara, That was the boat Birdie was comi u left off and rerun the levels clear up
on and it was due in two or three days. date." Next morning before the men were
said, "Yes, it came in this morning." rough their breakfasts, I was out at camp,
"It wasn't due for two or three days. had the cook to fix two lunches and I took
you sure?" rmin- for my rodman, We ran ten kilometers
"It sailed three days early and.we go levels that‘day.
our cargo manifest on this morning®s mail, When‘we finished the
So, Birdie was already in Gibara and ser said, "Now you can take your honeymoon
one to meet her, I had to think fast what le I taﬁe this plan to Havana and get ex-
to do next. I went down and got Mr, MHcCra t help in making the paper location,"
to report to Houser for me, and run levels Birdie had just married a farm, so
next morning. Then I took the morning tra ura}ly she wanted to see it. The American
to Gibara, and found Birdie at the Quaker men in Cuba at that time rode horseback
Mission, Naturally, when she got to Gibar -th divided skirts, so I started inquiring
she expected me to meet her. \When she did ere I co?ld borrow one for Birdie, Mrs.
find me nor anyone else who spoke English, worth objected. She said the Cubans looked
she was one lonesome girl. Finally the ma wn on women Who rode astride. She would
ger of the Customs House, who spoke Englis nd her her riding habit, side saddle, and
saw her plight anmd came to her rescue. He ny if she would use them, I got another
asked her where she wanted to go; and, ; r:i’ and we rod? ?“t One day; spent a day
she told him to the Quaker HMission, he sen t- d e farm and visiting among my neighbors;
a laborer with her to act as guide and car - pecame back the third day. The neighbors
her grip. Owing to the extreme unevennéss artall very friendly, and gave my bride a
of the sidewalks, he took the center 0T th o Y W?lCOme, th? she didn't understand
street. Naturally, she thought she shoulé ' of it., She did sense theinr friendliness.
walk beside him., Apparently he had other

I ought to ride into Holguin and ses 2 dac
which I did. The trouble was a poisonous~
bush resembling the American sumac, The V
Spanish name 1s guao, It didn't affect oo
people at all, and affected others fgp moﬁ
than it did me. I have seen men's faces
swollen with it till it looked 1like they g
the mumps. The remedy—wear leggings op -
boots when working where it is; try +o ave
touching it; and if you do get it, bathe é
affected part with a strong solution of su
of lead (lead acetate). From that time on
as long as I was in Cuba, I always kept sy
of lead in my first aid kit,

preliminary survey,
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ot SO happened that Dr, Law was not at

<o when we crossed. \lWhen he came home and
our stakes, he went hunting for Houser
found him at the hotel., He told Houser
t he was going to pull up those stakes,
they were not going to run that railroad
oss his ranch. Furthermore, if he ever
Houser or any of his men on his ranch, he
id shoot him. Houser told him that when
got ready to do any shooting to Jjust

ease remember that he was from Alabama.
yuser had a thirty-eight Colt and a license
, carry it; but up to that time I had never
,en him have it on., Next morning, he buck-
d it on, and I never saw him on the Jjob
+hout it after that,

Knowing the trouble, when they went to
+ the location on paper, they contrived *o
t the grade line across his ranch right on
e ground, and put a curve on the farm so
at if lines run across it from Opposite
rections didn't meet they could make them
et on the curve. When we went to put the
nal location on the ground, we ran up to

s fence; put in a hub; turned and ran a
averse out to the road and around his

ace, back to where the railroad was to go;
ut in another hub, and resumed the course
the railroad, Law had a lot of fun telling
he Cubans what fools they were to let the
ailroad cut their farms in two., He wasn't
oing to let it cross his land, and to prove
t he would take them out and show them how
he stakes came up to his land, then turned
nd ‘went out into the road,

Then, one day the "right-of-way" man
howed up and tried to buy right-of~way

€ross his place, He offered him a good

rice for it., No, indeed! He wouldn't sell
t any price; and, furthermore, they were not
ing to build a railroad across his ranch.

€ graders built the grade right up to his
NCe on both sides of his farm, and the

ack gang laid the track up to one side,

ey didn®t turn and lay the track out to

She had had her back injured when she
girl and that side saddle was really tort
That was the first, last and only tipe <k
ever rode a side saddle.

When Houser returned from Havana, “e
went to Cacocum and ran-in the location ;
as they had figured it out in Havana— jy¢
plain hard work, and we found but tyo imp
iments. The first was Dr, Law, He was %
nearest to an embodiment of Dr, Jekyll apg
Mr. Hyde that I ever knew, personally,
was an American from some place in the No
I think it was Michigan. He had his lice
to practice medicine there. He went befo
the examining board in Havana, and they
turned him down because he was a foreigne
Later because of the great need and the ¢
that the Cuban doctors just would not go
the country, they gave him a license to b
tice in the country, but not in the city,
No matter how dark the night; how hard it
raining; how deep the mud; how far away;
how poor the patient, if they sent for hi
he went., If it was far from home, and t
patient was seriously sick, he would stay
until the patient was better, or he was ¢
tain there was no hope, For his fee he t
what they had to offer: eggs, chickens,
or a calf, If they had nothing, it was
right anyhow. ) ;

I remember meeting him one time in
driving rain, on a very muddy road, and
than twenty-five miles from home. He.ha
to see a patient, and had collected ﬁls
He was leading a pack horse loaded with
chickens and eggs.

He owned a cattle ranch that ran fr
the Camino Real to the river, Both: the
and the river ran from Holguin to Cac?cu
there was just no place to run the railr
but between the two. Everybody élong th
line had been begging for the railroad f
years, and we never dreamed there would

lace vV
any trouble, tthen we reached h%s p .
our preliminary line, we went right acrI
it just as we crossed all the places. ;

-
d
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the road as he had assured his neighpop The other impediment was the cab drivers
they would. They just stopped, Next S:’ draymen., hen we ran our preliminary
day afternoon, after the judge's office yey, we ran around the east side of town
closed so that no court injunction could pooked up with the narrow-gauge railroad
obtained, a work train rolled up to the ning to Gibara so that both passengers
fence with three or four flat cars aheaqd fpreight passing through could transfer at
the engine. The cars were loaded with existing depot. The cab drivers and
e?gineers, work gangs, fence posts, bapp ymen got together, went before the City
w?re, telegréph wire,.telegraph poles, e hecil, and brought enough pressure to bear
ties, and railroad rails. The engineers , them, that they requested the Railroad
staked out the center line, and the 1lape pany to stop the railroad in the south
gangs went to work at their various task , £ of ‘town, and build a depot there, so
and by Monday morning when the judge's o y could earn a living making the transfers.
opened he had a perfectly good railroayd puild & railroad at all? They could carn
two good fences, and a telegraph line ¢j; hole lot more making the transfers clear
across his ranch. 1In fact, he now had t, m Cacocum., I presume the fly in the oint-
ranches, and the upper one had no watep + was the very bad road. I have no idea
the cattle. much freight, nor how many passengers

The Railroad Company had offered hi e been transferred over the years, but I
good price for his land; and, if he had in Holguin in February, 1957, and they
reasonable, they most likely would have 11 have the two depots more than fifty
built a culvert under the track so the ¢ rs after the last one was built,
could pass back and forth and go to the When the location was finished, Houser
river for water. As it was, the Company + for Camaguey. He told me he didn't know
started condemnation proceedings to get iarx ‘and Windsor were going to hold me
tle to the land. According to law, the re for the construction, or send me some-
judge appointed appraisers to fix the yal , re else. I hung around for ten days, and
of the land. Knowing Cubans as I do, I a ' n't hear a thing from anybody. There were
ways will believe that the Railroad Comp ' of us eating and paying rent, now—not
paid those appraisers some graft to make . t one as formerly; so I decided it wes
kind of appraisal they made. Instead of e to do something about it. I got up very
appraising the land the Company was tak ly one morninag, hung my grip on my back
at its market value, and adding a reason h shoulder straps, and headed for Cacocum.
amount for the damage incurred by cutting road was very nuddy, so I took the survey
farm in two, they appraised his whole fa Just as I came out on the road near
at what it was supposedly worth before ¢t Editor Lucuil of the Holguinera, with
railroad was built, then subtracted the was acquainted, came along in a
amount of land the Company was taking fr! anta and started kidding me about making
the original farm, and appraised what lar much money as an engineer and being too
he had left at what they said it was. nou ngy to spend it for a ride.
worth with transnortation, The result ¢ I said, "wait a minute. My regular job
out that he owed the Railroad money. . THhE . to walk down this survey line every day,
amount was small and I don't think:he eV« k?he engineering instruments I carry are
paid it; but the Railroad got their deed Vier than this grip, and I have saved more
and if they ever paid him one cent it was 8 morning than I earn in & whole day,"

after I left.
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I will never forget his answer +o th
oneg; "y father left me on the trot,
going to leave my children on the pruyp,n

In Camaguey I went to the office]

told me he didn't know ju

for him, but as yet they

s 3ook

st

hadn't got

what Yindsop
in mind for me; but, in the meantime’,
Strickland, whom I Knew, was nutting opn a
subdivision and had asked them to

I

Elp .

SUPVey

to it. I could do that while I waited %g

hear from UWindsor.

I was getting my ecuilnment ready %o

the survey when a telegram came from
te had sent it to Holguin and

warded it to me, It said

and it had already gone.

, "Report to
Batchelder, care of Brooks Company,
There was only one train a day going my
wired Birdie

I

Birdieé had

pack a trunk with both of our clothes and

meet me on the train at Cacocum next afte

noon.

Then, her troubles began. She could

speak a word of Spanish so enlisted the he
of both Haworth and HMcCracken to see if t

could find a way to go to Cacocum, The

volanta already had its load,

trunks anyway. The road
quagua driver didn't know

already asked to go. it
of Eirdie and her trunk,

wa s

if it could get
through. Two or three other passengers h

and didn't
so muddy. . the

h the added reve

they

would try:

aroun

YWing

Guant
w

ring th

rode away.

vaits
ar

to get on.

3

o Guantanamo,

here were dozens of deck
nately, it was a beautiful night. Ve
ed out of the harbor,
ollier Merrimac that
in 1898, and past

held prisoner.

T stretched my
rail for Birdie
sincoat on deck

hammock

, then I moved over so
ed as a chock to keep the hammock from

and barely had
.yb of a steamer,
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e horses a while, one of the
- unhitched the lead horse;

mounted

Everybody else sat still

Every cabin

too; but had no idea why they
aking the situation so cooly. After a
the driver reappeared,
mer and a yoke of oxen,
em out of the mud-hole and they arrived
cocum-in time for the train,
1ad to see that I was on the train,
was Jjust as glad to see that she weas

accompanied
The oxen

She was

Je reached Santiago at ten-thirty at
time to catch the lit-
Benito Esteben, that
the run around through the Caribbean
vas taken
passengers.

and right over
lLieutenant Hobson
tioro Castle where he

After we hit the open
hammock from the mast to

to sleep in,

and spread

for me to sleep on., The

ned roll of the ship and swing of the

wock made her seasick. I got up and

£ill it all but touched

that my body

must start early lest they get stuck in £ _ 1ging. That way, we got through the night
mud. They wouldn't guarantee anything. - ' reached Caimanera , Guantanamo'®'s port,
Haworth saw that she and her trunk got on 1y in the morning and took the train to
the cuagua and then she was on her own. tanamo.,

due time, they took off with three horses , After breakfast, I reported to the

two drivers. Two horses were hitched in . ks' office and met Richard EBrooks, head
usual way and the third to the end of the he railroad department., He told me that
tongue. She couldn't say a word to anyon helder was out at Jamaica, and that I
Somewhere along the road they stopped 1in ld most likely be located there, too, as
of a obalm-leaf shack, and everybody got © i\t was central point for most of their

and went in. Some kind soul finally got He said there was a train out there
idea across to her that they had stopped three o'clock, He would give the con-
coffee She was very fond of coffec SO “tor our tickets and I should report to

the rest. tchelder, He was one of the engineers at
Later they not stuck in the mud. A ,
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: niture as we could possibl
Nipe Bay when I was there, Since thepre llﬁziﬁ,fur i g

no hotel at Jamaica, we had to returp to t proved to be the high-light, or
Guantanamo for the night; and, since tp, Thashould say the low=light, of Birdie's
train only stayed in Jamaica one hour, Idventure. High spot in adventure,
had to talk and plan fast. BatChEIde;\ w a-t in comfort. The "bus" that hauled
Resident Engineer for all the Brookg® pé ' - rg over there was a two-wheel army
roads, and I was to be his assistant, ng:tion cart=—no springs. The seats

The Brooks Co, owned several sugar Pgapds fastened to the sides of the
and a railroad system connecting most of ?acing in, and the backs built up high
mills, Guantanamo, and the Port of Caima h so the wheels couldn®t throw mud on
Our principal work would be to locate ap The front end of the seats were higher
build railroads to connect to the sSugar he rear. As to how much, depended on
that were not already connected, and tp height of the wheel mule. It was pulled
cate and build railroad spurs out into t 55 mules=—0One between the shafts, the
cane fields. = hitched on ahead. Each seat held three

The tickets Brooks gave the conduct ;ur persons, depending on the size of
were not one-way tickets. They wepe ind sersons==maximum capacity: seven pas-
vidual passes for both of us, good just :rs and the driver. The difference in
long as I continued to work for the Comp

- . : ' ht of the two ends of the seat made sit-
Birdie found her's quite convenient, many very uncomfortable, The freight cart
times. When she got lonesome at home, 3

. hauled our furniture, was identical with
could figure out some excuse to go into

passenger cart, less the seats.
Guantanamo, all she had to do was go.-dow Batchelder had rented for us two rooms
and get on the morning train; spend the

. long barracks built for laborers., I
there, and return on the evening train, seen hog barns in the North that were
didn't cost one cent.

réspectable. Don’t blame Batchelder.
e returned to Guantanamo for that t the best that were available—the two
and, next morning, caught the early trai

on.one end. There was a porch with a
back to Jamaica, prepared to stay,  We r

. floor, running the entire length of the
a house, bought a bed, two folding chair th side of the building. Each apartment
rocking chair, a kerosene lamp, a charco .

sted of two rooms——seven or eight by
brazier and a few dishes and moved in. I ' ht or-nine feet. It was lucky we didn't
bought some lumber and made a table, and - g any more furniture. We had to step up
a cupboard out of some kerosene boxes. 1 _steps from the porch into the front room,
is the way we started housekeeping. n one step down into the back room. Don‘*t
Our fiprst job of any size was to loc me why it was built that way. I haven't
a railroad to Romelie, a sugar mill: some slightest idea. Each apartment had a
or ten miles away. The country was quite nt door; an opening between the two rooms
rolling, so it took a lot of study to fin led a door, but no door to close it; and
the most economical place to build, . HWe K 9pening in the back room called a window,
worked on it about a week when Batchelder had a board shutter but no glass. The
announced that it was getting too far awa ters and studding were all exposed=-no
for us to continue to live in Jamaica, W ling. Our apartment was better than the
would have to move to Romelie, He said w t in that being the end apartment it had
probably would not have to live there mop
than two or three weeks, so we should tak
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an extra so-called window, hence more 13-
and ventilation. Our first job wasg s 19
and it sure took some scrubbing, Aftepsc
finished scrubbing, and were moving inp ¥
working in the back room and Birdie in’t°
front, when she called me. A great bj :
Negro woman was standing in +the front SOO
with one elbow leaning on the door—post
Birdie told me to ask her what she Want;d
"Nothing. Just looking." She was not ap
in the least. Just stood there and conti
to stare. It annoyed Birdie very much,

ad at home, taking only the woven wire
s, intending to find some pieces of
to nail on them for legs. While moving
saw 80 many rats I decided that a bet-
ea would be to hang the springs from
L fters just as I had the food. That
d on the surface like a good idea, but
 time either of us turned over, the bed
swing and Birdie was seasick all night.
day, I saw a pair of carpenters' saw-
s that were not working and borrowed

We had so very fTew conveniences, Bip to put the springs on, Cuban carpenters
decided we should just eat at the restaup rom themselves, not as American carpen-
instead of trying to cook. We tried it 3 do, so use much taller saw-horses, The
once. It was gquite a distance away and £ orses gave the bed a solid bearing all
were spots in the trail so muddy she just , but we had to get onto the trunk to
couldn’'t get through. She didn't have wa nto it. The very first night I felt a
boots, I had, so I carried her over the un over my face and made the mistake of
worst spots, The restaurant's method of ng Birdie. She didn't sleep any more
cooking and seasoning food put it in steh . pight. Next day, I bought a rat trap.
condition that it just wouldn't adjust it e I tried to sleep that night, she 1lis-
to a civilized American’s stomach. Furth d for rats, and nine times I felt her
more, they didn't put up lunches and I ha w in my ribs., "Get up; there's a rat in
to carry my lunch. And if they had Fixed trap." There was a shelf on one wall
lunch, Birdie couldn't have gotten to the 1t three feet long, sixteen inches wide
restaurant for her's. S0 we had to prepa able~high. It was very small for a ta-
for her to cook at home, but there was not room to bring in

She had to cook on a charcoal brazie her, so we had to make out with that,
sitting on the ground on the front porch, e was no toilet, neither inside nor out,
had to get more kerosene boxes and make m ad to resort to a slop jar and empty it
cupboards, I made one fTor dishes that we re daylight, and after dark,
could set on the floor. We couldn't put A Missouri mule skinner and a Cuban ox
food in that on account of rats and ants. er ‘would run a pretty close race in the
made another that we hung with wires from stic line of profanity they pour out to
rafters, That kept the rats out but the r charges. Our barracks was built front-
went clear up overhead and came down the on the Camino Real, and the lane running
wires. We had to soak small pieces of ¢l he sugar mill woodyard turned off of it
in kerosene and tie them around the wires t by the corner of our apartment, and
stop them, along the east end of the barracks.

Cuban beds have woven wire springs. roads were so close, that the owner
obviates the necessity of big, thick mattre ted a big log on end about three feet
and besides, with a quilt or very light m the corner and so ‘deep that the oxen
tress, you get ventilation from underneat dn't pull it over, to keep the carts from
in warm weather., To save freight, I left aring the corner of the house down., At
= time we lived there, the carts were haul-
9 in the year's supply of wood for the mill,
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tice that I didn't mention
Suffice it to say, it is a
ore : never used in mixed assemblies,
When we were first married, I ~ hat 1? O 2 B R
Birdie to study Spanish i avesod ash * 2 F
. Yy Spanis n the daytlme, an 211 nightmares eventually end, our
recite to me at nlght so.she Could leapp ﬁ - dventure also ended, and we returned
carry on conversations with hep neighbopg
not be so lonesome, No indeed!? If she e
anything at all during the day, it was Sp:
s0 at night she was going to hear good o14g
United States English. These carts Radn's
been passing very long till she began to ¢
up and take notice. Every evening whep T
came in, she had a list of words for me to
translate into English. I thought it bett
to tell her than to let her "stump hep toe
as I had done, so0 she very soon had quite
vocabulary of the vilest profanity in the
Spanish language.
* % & ¥ kF * x & ¥ % x & %
Some time after I moved out to my fap
I spent a night at the Mission in Holguin.
Next morning at breakfast, Rev. Haworth sa
that he heard that Spanish was a very prof
language. He didn't know if the statement
was in erropr or if the Cubans respected hi
calling and were careful of their languag
when in his presence; cut,he had never hear
a profane wonrd. Then he asked if I hzd;
told him I didn't know enough Spanish to k It was a competitor of the Brooks
Then‘he askei if g had heard any words I w v'hoever started it or why, I never
suspicious of, and asked me to name some o ' The 2rooks Co., was an English Co. and
them, Miss Maria de los Santos Travinyo, been ‘there many years before the Snanish
Santos for short, the Mexican girl who had War., As I stated before, they had
ccme to Cuba with the first Quaker mission pal sugar mills. They built the railroad
to teach them Spanish, was sitting at the arily to serve their mills; but had made
ble with us. I don't remember the first w public carrier and ran regularly
I mentioned; but, when I mentioned the seco trains to serve thepublic , and
Santos' face went red as a beet and all co uately served the whole valley with both
versation went dead. enger and freight trains. The Brooks
As we walked out of the dining room, , Was Caimangra, on the west side of
Haworth asked, "What do you suppose that w ‘ tanamo Bay., Their Main Line ran into
means?" , and from there they had branches
"I haven't the slightest idea." - ina ea;t, west, and north, to their
"It must be something pretty bad. D1 ' lous sugar mills.,
you see Santos' face?" )

There were many carts; the mud was d

~ e . no
carts often got stuck; and profanity ip’ ' E Y
flew, gal.

gatchelder was a graduate of the Inter-—
1a1 Correspondence School, and had some
- books with him. I had in college all
sthematics required for a full engineer-
urse, SO borrowed some of Batchelder's
to study theories on railroad location
astruction. I was getting practice
days SO made rapid progress toward be-
g an engineer. Our work was scattered
over the Brooks Estate. When the work
jose by, we walked to it. When it was
where the passenger train passed, we
_the train, The train stopped to let us
or to pick us up anywhere we asked them
If the work was somewhere else, we

ed in and got Brooks®' steam railroad

r car to take us.

By New Year's we had the work sufficient-
unded up so that Batchelder could han-
it without an assistant., He very kindly
me a job with The Cuba Eastern Railrocad,
ssistant to Mr, Digby, their Resident
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the customs officer said they would
wait their turn to be passed through
ms. Wwhen thg engineers arrived, the
gments were 1in the Customs House, and
they remained for just about a month

the engineers drew their pay and loafed.
The real climax came over a shipment of

The Cuba Eastern was an American Co o
and was not even thouaht of untiil afte; %
Spanish American War. Their seapopt Was
Bogueron on the east side of Guantanamo »
Their line ran up through the zast side g
the city; crossed two or three of the Sroo
branch lines; then swung to the wes+ to & 7 ; As st?ted pefore, when the Cuba Fast-
up to The Cuba Company railroad at San Ly uilt their railroad no?th they crossed
some forty miles away. At that time the o sr three srooks spur rallr?ads. Br?oks
product in that whole region was coffee o ome . young cane.west of this new rallroad,
chocolate. That is very light freight, . fope.harvest t%me they stgrted to build
what there was had been coming out by pack r railroad to it from their Santa Isabel
train for generations. S0 there was né Mill. The mOS? natur§1 place in the
immediate revenue in sight for a railroag to locate a railroad is down a valley,

But there was an enormous amount of prigch y u can find one going your way. Brooks®

gin land that could be put into cultivatip eer, Carrle? by name, found such a val-

and quite a bit of cedar, mahogany, z , While work%ng under Batchelder, I .
woods that could be taken out., 3o the com s-sectioned it, It.so happeneq that the '
petition with the 3rooks Co., was potential , Eastern crossed this valley with a very

rather than actual. p grade on both sides. All trains must

As stated before, the Brooks Co, for a R.R, crossing. So if Brooks built
old company; and had been doing business i r railroad along the valley, every train
Cuba for many years. In order to survive - sing the valley would have to grind to a
prosper they had to do business, not accorpr on that steep grade; then.pull up the
to Cuban law, but Cuban custom. They boug r steep grade fp?m a standing start?

a lot of goods all over the world; and, in no chance to build up momentum. Sims
order that the Customs House would not get ptly got out a legal injunction, and

filled up with freight, they put the custo ped their con?trucFion. X
officer on their nayroll as their agent; t About that time Sims had a shipment of

look after their interests. Conseguently, s come in which he very much needed for
all freioht for them was rushed through th constructlo? on hl? western extension,
Customs llouse just as soon as it arrived, customs officer said the mules would have
shipped to the rooks warehouse on the. firs ait their turn to pass customs, which
train, and a bill fTopr the duty mailed to t ht be a month or more. In the meantime,
d office. ‘Jany times the office learns mules would have to be fed and watered.
ot lona-—zxnected freight had arrived by ther threats nor persuasion would move
receiving the 5ill for the duty. customs officer, and Sims would not pay
Sims, President of the Cubo Eastarnd, ft.
tcen Professor of Enginecering at the Unive Somebody told Brooks about the mules
sity of Iowa, and was a man of very high he promptly got his agent on the tele-
ne and asked if it was true that he had
Mules there and if Sims could get them,
S8y Mr, Brooks, The mules are here, but

moral princinle. He onositively would not
graft to anybody. To push his railroad fa

know the regulations. They will have to
t their turn to go through customs."

hea

- 1o
T

he needed more engineers with their instru
ments, 4e ordered his instruments and hirp
encineers in the States. when the instrum
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I remember one culvert that had a fiftyayt
foot fill over it. An eight by eight bOXW
lvert with a fifty-foot head against it
will handle a lot of water. The bridges W
built of hewed caguiran logs, framed into
bents, and set on mud sills which hagd been
dug down to a solid foundation, 1If they
didn®t have logs long enough to reach the
track, they built another bent and set it
top of the first. Some of the bridges hagqg
three bents, one on top of the other, We
called them three-deckers. I never knew o
a wreck on one of them but they sure looke
shaky to me.
The thing I didn't know then, nor fop
quite sometime afterward, is that the Govye
ment was subsidizing them guite heavily to
build the road, but had also put a deadlin
on the date they must get the trains overp
the road, So, they were bending every eff
and taking every possible short=cut to mee
the deadline, and made it. The story is,
that when the Government inspector came to
inspect the road, some of the railroad off
cials accompanied him, and took a deck of
cards along. The road master, of course,

ier‘.
also dec
connect with the Cuba Company

employed Marx and Windsor to

carrier was their Chief of

e people?”

ract? I have heard of you,

those days was quite a raise,

knew the road, and they all stood on the b se me, If not, I would accept.
nto Guantanamo over the weekend to find

platform looking at it. When they were ap
proaching a bad piece, the road master wou
tip someone off, and he would suggest they
in and have a game of cards. After the ba
place was passed, the same man would sugge
it might be a good idea to view the road a
gain. Whether that story is true or not,
road was received and the Company got its
subsidy. When the rainy season came, the
cuts caved in and they had one awful mess,
that stopped traffic for some time, But t
had anticipated it and ordered some steam
shovels, They put the steam shovels to wo
cleaned up the mess and took the cuts out
standard specifications at much less cost
than taking them out by the original metho
and they had their subsidy.

I hadn't been there very long till, ©
morning, I was riding past a labor camp 0B

and would let him know Monday

rse to ride, he said his only

hink I could best describe the

n I started but soon fogged up

cess two or three times before
eached Sempre®in time to catch
train, and went in to see Mr.
n°t take kindly to the idea of
ary when I had worked so short
anded in my resignation.

ot of cross—sections to figure.
jured cross-=sections till twelve=thirty
.t night, then rode the grade to Sempre’

307

work, and was introduced to a Mp,
I had heard of him, The Brooks Co,
ided to build their railroad west

railroad,
make a

sy along the south side of the same valley
cuba Eastern was building in, and tie up
the Cuba Company®s branch line to La

Party. I

pridden but a little way when he rode up
nd me and said, "Wait a minute.™ When
opped, he asked, "Are you married to

wwhat do you mean by married to them?”
I ‘mean are you tied up to them by a

My levelman
punk about half the time and I can’t run
rvey without levels., I understand you
too much the other way; but I would far
her have a man who never drinks than one
. drinks too much, What’s the chance to

. you to come back to work for Marx and
sor?" He offered me a ten dollar a

th raise if I would. A ten dollar raise

I told him

uldn®t leave where I was if they would

I would

morning.

When I asked Digby for Saturday off and

pinch was
So I

night as

'ky. It was a beautiful moonlight night

s0 thick

could almost slice it, then cleared up
beautiful as before, and repeated the

morning.
the morn-
Sims. He
raising my
a time, so
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and tied them so we could see

The chocolate trees are good sized,
trees. By telescoping our instru-
1egs down, setting the instruments low,
working on our knees, we could generally
through under the limbs. Young coffee

be shaded. Most people shaded it with
nass but once in a while we ran into a
¢ation where they had shaded the coffee
chocolate trees, Then we were in trou-

Then I went over to Bardwell's to se

. . e
Birdie. She was surprised and very giag .
see me, but the most homesick girl I SVen o
saw, vShe had nothing to do there but twi
her thumbs, and that had become very mono
nous, I think she would have died of hgp
sickness had she had to stay on there, 1
was going farther into the woods to be g0
indefinitely, so we looked up the boat ga
ings out of Havana and I dug up the mOney
her to catch the first boat home to Mothe

In Carrier®s camp, I learned how teo
deal with race relations problems. 1In gy
generally speaking, there is no colop line
but, once in a great while, someone tries %,
make something of it. Carrier had as his
labor foreman and head chainman the same
Maximo Gonzalez we had had in Holguin, 0Op
morning one of the men came up and wanted
his time. He said he wouldn’t work underp
nigger foreman. He had already been woprki
some time, so there must have been some ot
reason for his wanting to quitj;which he
didn®t want to tell. Carrier paid him of
and made the remark, "We won't let that h
pen again.,”™ Then he called Maximo and to
him this man had quit, to keep his eyes op
and see if he could find another to take
place, After that when he wanted more men
he would call Maximo and tell him how man
men to hire., No matter how many men came
looking for work, he would never tell the
Yyes®™ or "no%, *'You can talk to my fore
After they saw the foreman, if they didn!
want to work under him they could just ke
on walking.

The going here was very hard. The
country was rough and hilly; the jungle wa
very heavy; and there were a lot of coffe
and chocolate plantations. Wwith a substa
tial gang of axmen and machetemen, we cut
through the jungle, but we couldn’t cut
through either coffee or chocolate plant
tions. The coffee can hardly be called
trees—just tall, slender bushes. We bent

One day, running through a plantation,

s carrying my level forward when I passed
r a shacks A little dog came charging out
e he was going to tear one of my legs off,
ed till he was Jjust the right distance
then landed a good swift kick right

er his chin., He went running around the
ck yelping for dear life; and, as he did,
ig Negro woman came running out of the

ck, mad all over and screamed, "Deme un

o cap=r-r-=ajo." (Give me a club-=-==9 Then
charged right in my direction. About

nty feet from me, she found her club.

ing the mood she was in, and with her club
her hand, I couldn®'t make up my mind if
hould set the level down to run, or if I
uld carry it with me, so I just stood

re. When she straightened up with that

b in her hand and saw me standing there

h the level over my shoulder, I think she
t have thought it was a two-handed club.
sidered as such, it made her and her club
k very insignificant., She took one good

k at me, then headed back into the shack
fast or faster than she had come, cursing
dog.

Another day I was running through a cof-
plantation when a man came up and jumped
over me in Spanish, for running through
coffee, I told him we were not hurting
coffee, We were tying it over. He said
ought to know if we were hurting it or not.
were knocking the bloom off. Then I called
the transitman up ahead and asked him if
was still running uphill, I told him we

ait

2
-
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had about reached the 1limit that we coulg
up, and the owner of the coffee wag th
raising cane about running through the
fee, The owner said in perfectly good
English, "No, he's not raising cane, Hea
his rights and he wants them respected,é
rodman was a Jamaican Negro, and I haqg o
said one word in Spanish. Why did he jum
onto me in Spanish? Fortunately, I hag ca
nothing to be ashamed of, but it supe wa's
surprise, I learned later that he was an
Englishman. His father had brought ,ip to
Cuba as a boy, and gone into the coffes . .
business. He had grown up with the Cuban tobacco smoke'ln it.”
children, so was a genuine bilingual, pji "oh, no! It isn't the same thing at
father later sent him to England for his " He leaned back and drew in all the smoke
education, and he was now the biggest cof could, then leaned across the table as far
and chocolate grower in that part of the ;possible and blew it in my face; as he
valley. , I spit in his, Talk about a jack rabbit
One night I came the nearest to having tting in a bulldog’s face. The reaction
a fight I have had since I was grown. We exactly the same, though the final out-
engineers had two tents that we set up, end e was quite different. He jumped up and
to end, with just room enough between to ' , rted around the table to wipe up the earth
stretch a fly, and that was our dining roonm ' 7 h me, and might have done it had we come
Running in heavy country, there is a tre- “: fisticuffs., For although he was about
mendous amount of figuring to do., So after nty pounds lighter than I, he was very
supper every night, we had the cook clean ck.,  But I had played football in college,
off the table, and we sat there and did ou | met him at the end of the table with a
figuring. Our Topographer was a young Ala- tball tackle and threw him down with me
bamian named Snow, tall and slender and . , tops
just out of college. He weighed about 120 While he was struggling to turn me over,
pounds., He sat right across the table fro rier said to Ash and Urner, "If you two
me and always smoked as he worked,  On thi 1 hold williams, I will hold Snow." I

particular night the wind was just right to ught of telling him that if he would just
blow his smoke r\ight into my f“a_ce, and he d Snow, Williams would stand without hold-

1 said, "Snow, if you and I were out to-
er and were very thirsty, and found a
giful spring of water, how would you like
o spit & gob of tobacco into it just as
went to take a drink of it?®

wI wouldn't like it and you had better
do it either.”

wigell, that is exactly what you are doing
e. Here is nice fresh air that I want to
the, and before I can breathe it, you

4+t full of tobacco smoke, I would almost
oon a man would spit in my face, as to

epre
co

made no effort to remedy the situation, I y but didn’t.
said, "Snow, I wish you wouldn't smoke in m ' After we were both on our feet and both
face.," urely held, Snow said, "You're a dirty

-bred Yankee, that®'s what you arel"
Carrier was also a Yankee. He and Snow
upied the same tent. He said, "That will
now, Snow. You and I are going to bed."™
led Snow into their tent, and we saw no

e of them till morning. Neither did the
st of us do any more figuring that night.
event was never mentioned so long as Snow

"It's good for you.™ He took a big
draw and deliberately leaned over and blew
it into my face. “

I said, "Snow, I have asked you nicely
not to smoke in my face. Now please don't3
do it any more."

Again, he said, "It's good for you'" an
repeated the performance.
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could tie up there. That wasn®t much

er and 2 much longer line, and railroads
money. S0 they wired Miller A, Smith,
nsultiﬂg Engineer in Havana, to come out,
first comment when he looked at our plan
wpon't you fellows know you can't run a
e line uphill?"™ We were coming from the
heast, and trying to climb the south side
he ridge. He took a ride up onto the

e, iooked the ground over, then told us

stayed on the job. Also, as long asg Sneo
stayed on the job we sat at the table gpg
figqured every night, but Snow took good ¢
to watch which way the wind was blowing
see to it that no smoke came into my fa;e
His father, in Alabama, took seriously i3
and he had to go back to look aftepr his ¢
ther’'s business. I never heard from hip
gain, neither directly nor indirectly, A
he was gone, Carrier mentiomned it one day
then told of his run in with Snow, ang ocate the lowest point on the railrocad
laughed at Snow’s blind impetuosity op bo , ta Maya to Ponupo which we were to tie
occasions. . o; start a line at that point and run down
Soon after Snow came to work for the _the north s}de of the ridge at maximum
Company, they were running a railroad sup e; swing around the east end of the ridge
west of Havana., That is open country apgd to the south side; follow that till we hit
there was a paved road near where they we main tableland; always going downhill at
running the survey, so they used a two-gse mum grade on the slope of the land, till
horse~drawn carriage for transportation. eached the level land of the valley. On
day there was a rain coming up. Everybod Eel land we could tie in anywhere., Very
went to the carriage but Snow. He was py mple. Why didn't some of us think of it?
the level, was inexperienced, and had got __Apout the time we finished, we got a
hind. One of the men called to him to hu legram from Windsor to ship our outfit to
as it was going to rain. He called back naguey, and sending us to various assign-

he had to catch up with his levels. Then f yts. I was to report to the Camaguey of-
Carrier called, "Come on, you little fool . On the way, passing the flag-stop,
Can't you see that it is going to rain?® ' ja, I saw a team of mules, an American

did it. Carrier had called him a fool; a ', fon, two or three men who looked like Amer-—
nobody could call him a fool and get away ' ns, and nearby two or three houses that
with it. He dropped everything and came Finitely were American,
running over to whip Carrier, As I said _ On my arrival in Camaguey, Marx sent me
fore, he weighed 120 pounds. Carrier wei report on a couple of cattle ranches—
225, and was the most active big man I eve ‘cobados and Soloburin’, down on the Salado
knew., The others laughed at him so much, /er, that they contemplated buying. On the
and pointed out the size of the Job he wa tle ranches, I found much less grass-—land
taking on that he didn't try it. n had been represented, and I furthenr

The Ponupo Manganese mine, where we rned they were both '"pesos de posesion®,
were supposed to tie up with the La Maya ad been badly stung on "pesos de posesion”
branch of the Cuba Co, railroad, was on t when I made my report to Marx, I told him
extreme end of a high ridge that projecte ated to make a bad report after spending
east from a high tableland. We ran sever ey to go down there; but, frankly, I
trial lines but Just couldn't get up ther ldn't put any money into it., He said,
Windsor came from Camaguey to help us out n't worry about spending money., That's
and after a look at the country, he and C t we sent you down there for., Some of the
made a reconnaisance to El1 Cristo to see€ t money we ever spent was in keeping out
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of things."” Chapter 12

On that same trip I also learneg som
thing on my own. I had to spend a night
Las Tunas, both coming and going, In the
tel where I stopped, was an American, Ot;
Miller, his wife, his mother-in-law, and
small boys. One of the boys was vepy sic
They had come to bring him to the doctop,
None of them spoke any Spanish and T Was
to be of some service to them, They were
from Oma ja, and told me there were severps
Americans there already and there werpre pl
for a very large colony there. I agked w
was promoting it, and was told D. E, Kepp
C., E. Bowman. I had previously become qu
well acquainted with both of them at Hote
Norman. I got to thinking, "If they havye
kind of a colony, they must have theipr 13
surveyed, If they have as much land as
Miller says, it will take two or three ye
to subdivide it all into ten acre lots,
one will have to do it. If I can get the
job, Birdie will come back., We can live
mong American people, and she will not be
lonesome.”" So when I got back to Camague
I looked up D. E. Kerr and asked about th
job. It was too sudden. He would have %
think it over, and talk it over with Bowm
Also, I would not quit my job without not
When I asked wWindsor about taking another
he said they had work for me but would no
stand in my way if I could better myself,
After Kerr saw Bowman, I saw the two of t
together and made a verbal contract to do
all the surveying they reguired for twent

two dollars per mile.,

oMA A

After Sir William Van Horne completed
canadian Pacific Railroad, he began

ing for other worlds to conquer, That
just after the Spanish American War and
found that Cuba had no railroad connecting
.ies in the central part of the island from
ata Clara to Santiago, a distance of more

.n four hundred miles., So, he got a fran-
jse of General Wood and proceeded to build
e. For that purpose he imported a lot of
1es and mule skinners from the United States.
contingent had been recruited around
Nebraska; set up their camp in Oriente
;s and Just naturally hung out their
n, Omaha., When the railroad went to put
nes on their stations, they found the sign,
nged the "h" to "j" to conform to Spanish
1ling, and that is the name it still carries,
In 1904, while I was looking for work,
te by accident I met an army engineer from
U, S, Naval Station in Guantanamo, He

a few days’ vacation and was scouting a-
nd looking for a piece of land to buy but
ting nowhere. Since I wasn't busy, he

ed me to go with him as guide and inter-
ter, My friend, Lindelie, told me there

a4 large tract of land at Omaja that was
sale, so we took the train and went to
it.  When we got off the train, the only
se in sight was a palm-leaf shack with a

t floor, We went over and asked about
place, Manuel Gomez, the man who lived
re, told us he was the owner,. and to prove
he took down quite a stack of deeds. He

d us how many caballerias he owned; and
wed us the deeds to several big farms,

ng them was a deed to Las Paras. I had

n there with Burke and Thompson to buy

tle and spotted it. I said, "Why, that be-
gs to Winceslao Infante of Holguin,"

"Yes, he has possession, but I have the




