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Favoritism causes hard feelings

Dear Annie: I am 33 years old and

fed up with how distant my family is. I
am disappointed with my grandparents

for the way they behave. I grew up

aroundthem, but they moved to Arizo-

na when I was 19.

1 thought we were
close, but it seems we
are growing further
apart. They recently
came back for three
weeks, and we didn’t

until halfway through

know they were in town

their trip. They took us

your feelings and their relationship
with your daughter. It’s not a “de-
‘mand.” They cannot change their be-
havior if they are unaware.C it-Alse
.‘;.,_(i:?-'.:ﬁ!’-l(ﬂmm‘ e thesimitiative
whenever you want to speak to them.
Dear Annie: My son is a university
student. His major requires thathe
take several math classes. In every
class, the professor is his worst teacherjy
of the semester. They don’t explain i
anything, and they don’t give feedback (g
on tests or quizzes. As a result, he does g
poorly. I

1 thought it was just I’hy son or that "v—q
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Annie’s out to eat and casually university, but he now is taking a t

Mailbox meptioned that they are| make-up math class at our local com- %r

Advice from taking my two aunts munity co'llege.. He says the same thing T

Kathy Mitchell apd two of the grand- is happening with the professor there. j

and Marcy Kkids to a resort for What is it about college math profes- |
Sugar three days. We weren’t | SOI'S that makes them unfeeling, un- W

invited. In fact, whenev: helpful and uncaring? — Cape Coral, \
er they are here, they Fla.

focus all of their time and attention on Dear Florida: While we are certain ‘

one daughter and her kids and forget | some math professors do not explain

the rest of us. :

My grandparents are getting older
and won’t be around forever. 1 really
want my daughter to meet all of her
family while
1 change this
— Donny

Dear Donny:

you miss them and how their favorit-
ism is having a negative impact on

she has a chance. How do |
? Is it even worth trying? |

|
You should talk to your
grandparents and tell them how much |

things as clearly as they could, when
this happens with every professor, in
every environment, we have to assume
your son is more than a little math-
challenged. As a-college student, it is
his responsibility to find a way to un-
derstand the material. Instead of blam-
ing the professors, suggest to your son
that he get some remedial math assis-
tance. He should be able to find a tutor




